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PSC stages protest outside Baruch

BY SAMANTHA ENTELES
Staff Writer

At the end of an almost empty
hallway stood two tall metal detectors, accompanied by several uniformed guards passing wands over
guest’s bodies. Bags were placed on
trays and every compartment was
searched in an effort to keep weapons and danger out. This was not
an airport security checkpoint, but
the line to enter a CUNY Board of
Trustees meeting.
Half of the room was cordoned
off, allowing the public only 150
spots, rather than the 300 the room
can hold. Tables in the center were
arranged in a square, and the stage
off to the right held several chairs
for distinguished guests, among
them the two most recent CUNY
students to become Rhodes Scholars, Lev Sviridov and Eugene Shenderov. The audience was made up
of regular people, a mother with her
baby, friends and just interested parties. But mostly those who came to
witness the event were CUNY PSC
workers.
For the last two years CUNY
workers have gone without a contract, and although the meeting began as if it were to discuss the budget
and ﬁscal responsibilities, the tension
that was felt brought to light the real
reason why the meeting was taking
place. These workers want and need
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PSC members protest outside a Board of Trustees meeting last Monday. They have gone without a contract for the last two years.
a new contract and they want it now.
Debbie Cataves, an ESL professor at Hunter, sat toward the back
with her 4-month-old son Nicholas strapped to her in a baby carrier. While he slept soundly, she
expressed why she felt the need to
come. “It’s been two years working

without a contract and frankly I’m
sick and tired of it.” Another driving factor for her presence was the
discussion of a Welfare Fund, which
covers maternity leave, among other
things. “I had this baby four months
ago. A month after I gave birth I had
to go back to work. I got nothing!”

As a professor of psychology at
City College, Bill Crane understands
why a new contract is so necessary.
“There are many people in our ranks
that really are working for slave
wages; you know the adjuncts and

See PSC on page 5

Zicklin plagued by overcrowding
BY ANA KOVZIRIDZE

Do we want more? Nope

DECEMBER 6, 2004

With about 80 percent of Baruch’s
12,500 undergraduates enrolled in
the Zicklin school, students say that
overcrowding causes problems with
registration and course selection.
Last Tuesday, Phyllis Zadra, the
associate dean of Zicklin, held a
discussion with the Undergraduate
Student Government on ways to improve the school system. She asked
for students’ opinions so they could
be applied to the betterment process.
“I’m sure some of my goals are your
goals” she said. Some of the issues

raised at the meeting were learning
goals, schedule difﬁculties, lack of
certain professors, and large classes.
Zadra reported, “We are very
understaffed,” since there are only
three associate deans to handle all
the students. The other two are Judy
Tse and Robert Freedman. She added
that it’s a challenge since, “We hear
hundreds of appeals each semester.”
Due to reduced staff, she said, “we
turned to the technology.” Many processes in the Zicklin school are now
done online. The admissions application is online and changing majors
can also be done online.
Blackboard, she said, is a very

useful tool. Edouard Roland, a USG
treasurer said “I think the blackboard
is a very effective tool but is not advertised enough”. In fact Blackboard
and Webmail, which students are
required to check on a regular basis, post current courses, majors,
minors, grades and many important
announcements.
Zadra reported that registration
waitlist should be used by all students since it’s a great way for the
staff to ﬁnd out important information. They can ﬁnd out courses that
are in demand, popular times for

See ZICKLIN on page 3

LSAT scores may aﬀect aid
BY CARA TABACHNICK
Staff Writer

A high score on the LSAT may
affect more than just law school admission. According to a recent study
conducted by Kaplan Test Prep and
Admissions, 78 percent of approximately 200 pre-law advisers surveyed said LSAT scores inﬂuence
the ﬁnancial aid packages students
receive
Many law schools, in which tuition hovers around $35,000 a year,
insist they award ﬁnancial aid based
solely on need.
Justin Serrano, Kaplan’s general manager of graduate programs,
counters that the pre-law advisers
know the inside story behind ﬁnan-

cial aid, and there is a difference between what the schools publicly say
and the reality of the process. LSAT
scores make up 50 percent of admission criteria at law school. Because
of this, many schools are admitting
from the same student pool. A lucrative ﬁnancial aid package could lure
an outstanding student to the offering law school.
Serrano added that schools do
not publish much suggesting this
relationship exists, usually because
decisions on ﬁnancial aid are not
formulaic, but are mostly reached on
a case-by-case basis.
However, some law schools are
interested in using merit-based
scholarships to entice a more se-

lective student body. The pursuit
of higher rankings in publications
such as U.S. News and World Report
provide an incentive for law schools
to look at LSAT scores when determining ﬁnancial aid packages, said
Steve Brown, director of ﬁnancial
aid at Fordham Law School in a
recent statement. At Fordham, ﬁnancial aid is primarily need-based,
Brown said, although the school is
beginning to award merit aid this
year, which would require looking
at factors such as LSATs and grade
point averages.
“We are losing students to other
schools that do merit aid, such as
Cornell, Penn and BC, and we have
to compete,” Brown said.
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Kathleen Waldron introduces new
committees to the Faculty Senate.

Faculty Senate
holds meeting
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
Staff Writer

The Faculty Senate held a meeting Thursday that focused on enrollment management. There were about
60 people present, including President Kathleen Waldron, Provost David Dannenbring, Jim Murphy, assistant vice president for enrollment,
and the 35 elected senators from the
departments of three schools.
According to Terrence Martell,
chair of the Faculty Senate, the goal
of these meetings is “to allow for
the exchange of views between the
faculty and the administration. It is
a chance for the faculty to ask ques-

See KATHLEEN on page 5
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Zicklin dean talks Colleges may bar military recruiters
about overcrowding
BY STEVEN HOLLAND
Contributing Writer

Continued from front

speciﬁc classes and also professors that are not very much liked.
“We sit and watch the screen on ﬁrst
days of registration,” she said, so if
there’s a high demand for a certain
course, they will try to open new
sections. For these reason she encouraged all the students to use the
waiting list.
The next goal for Tuesday meeting’s agenda was creating the best
learning and teaching environment.
Zadra asked the USG members what
they thought were some of the ways
to achieve this, and the answers were
small classes and quality professors.
Students broke down the category of
a good professor even further: they
thought that motivated and interesting instructors who take interest in
students and who create positive interaction were the most effective.
Zadra asked the senators for
ways to eliminate classroom distractions like late students and cell
phones. Kathlene Burke, an upper
senator and the vice president of
the Academic Affairs Committee,
mentioned that professors should be
“setting the tone” on this issue. Sime
Marnika, president of the USG, mentioned the possibility of locking the
doors after the ﬁrst 15 minutes of the
lecture. According to students, a professor should neither be too lenient
nor too hard.
Speaking on behalf of the overcrowding, Zadra said, “We would
like to see undergraduate enrollment
under 12,500.” There are thousands
of people actively seeking courses
and at times there isn’t enough faculty. ECO 1001 for example, a beginner economics class, is taken by
about 2,500 students each year. The

only way to handle this, she said,
was to use large lecture halls.
She also said that there are too
many students majoring in accounting at Baruch. Her advice was, “If
you’re an accounting major, get
yourself out of there.” About 40
percent of business students declare
their major Accounting. There aren’t
enough faculties for this high number. Zadra also said that people in
this ﬁeld are looking for a high GPA,
so they sometimes deliberately fail
the course to get a chance to retake
it for a better grade. These students
have the priority to register earlier
for the next semester due to higher
class standing, so they “start to clog
up the system”, she said.
The next issue brought up by the
students was bad scheduling. Some
students felt that students’ interests
weren’t being considered in this process. Keisha George, a USG senator,
said that part of the problem with bad
schedules is that “needs of faculty are
met over the students.” Senators also
added that that most undergraduates
are day students but that many business classes begin only after 2 p.m.
Ibrahim Lawal, another USG senator, expressed his concern that most
accounting courses are given only
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. He said
that some people need to take two
accounting classes but the current
system makes that very difﬁcult.
Zadra said that she and her colleagues will try to work on all these
problems. She said that more feedback is necessary from students so
they could tackle this problem. She
reported that it’s hard guessing what
students want because some people
who were only available to take
courses at night, are now willing to
take a “Sunday morning class if the
right professor is teaching it.”

SPA hosts second annual
research competition
BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief

This year, the School of Public
Affairs will open their second annual Competition on Municipal Finance and Leadership. The school
has established an annual research
paper competition open to Ph. D.
students, senior researchers, faculty
and scholars nationwide, based on
topics suggested by the materials
available in the private collection of
Jack Bigel.
“It gives students the opportunity
to do research on a period of New
York City’s ﬁscal history where the
city was presented with a crisis and
learn about it through the municipal
archives collection and win cash
awards,” said Ernest RodriguezNaaz, staff director, Center for Innovation & Leadership in Government
in the School of Public Affairs.
Students will have access to the
resources provided in the William
and Anita Newman Library, including numerous papers, video clips
with the records from the Municipal
Assistance Corp., oral history video
tapes, and other materials assembled

by Bigel, that relate to the crisis.
Bigel, who formerly established
Professional Plan Associates in the
late 1950s and is best known for his
work as an adviser to John J. DeLury, head of the Uniformed Sanitationmen’s Association.
The competition is separated into
two categories. In the competition’s
Teir I round, Ph. D. students, senior
researchers, faculty and scholars entered papers into the competition,
competing for $5,000 — up to three
papers can win the prize. Last year,
among eight entries, the two winners
were Dr, Kim Moody, an adjunct professor from Brooklyn College, and
Michael Spear, a Ph. D. candidate
from the CUNY Graduate Center.
The competition is also open to
undergraduate and graduate students
at the Tier II level. Last year, no one
entered the competition, and Rodriguez-Naaz hopes to see more participation next year. Up to three Teir II
papers will receive a $1,500 prize for
their research.
The deadline for the Tier I competition is April 1, 2005, and for
the Tier II is May 1, 2005. Winners
will be announced in June and July.

Corrections:
In the Nov. 22 issue of The Ticker, an article, titled “Baruch holds ﬁrst Oxford Debate,” the outcome of the debate was omitted. The students decided
that the U.S. does not play a postive role in the world.
In the article, “Vallone ....,”one of his lifetime achievements was setting up
a $300 million fund. The article omitted the word “million.”

Last Monday, the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit in
Philadelphia ruled 2–1 that universities may keep military recruiters off
their campuses without the risk of
losing federal aid and funding.
The case, Forum for Academic &
Institutional Rights v. Rumsfeld, became an issue in 2003 when universities across the country questioned
whether they were required under
their First Amendment rights to allow recruiters on campus.
The issue’s controversy is over
the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy, which does not allow
gays and lesbians to openly serve.
Most universities have extended
discrimination protection against its
students, staff and faculty of varied
sexual orientation since the 1970s or
later.
In effect, by allowing the recruiters on the campus, it is almost as if

the school discrimination policy is
being violated.
Schools that had refused to allow
recruiters on their campus before
Monday risked losing large federal
grants, aid, and funding under a Congressional act known as the Solomon
Amendment.
Arib Ahmed, a sophomore at
Baruch said, “I think it’s a college’s
duty to promote education, not discrimination,” and heralded the ruling as a success.
His views were reiterated by
Daine Walker, another Baruch
sophomore who said, “There is no
explanation for upholding a policy
that conﬂicts with a school’s policy.
A government agenda should not impede education. The federal funding
helps many students who can’t afford
higher education go to school. Maybe it’s time the military stops promoting discrimination and begins
accepting all recruits, then recruiters
can return to campuses.”
However, Noah Saeedy, a U.S. Air

Student Services budget
at same level from 2002
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE

Staff Writer
In 2002 it was reported that Baruch ranked last in CUNY schools
with a $409,000 Student Services
budget. Since then, according to
Dean Sam Johnson, vice president
for student development, the budget
has not gone down or up signiﬁcantly. The ﬁgures were released
last week.
The main factor that determines
the Student Services budget is Central CUNY ofﬁce on 80th Street.
This year it allocated $82 million
dollars for Baruch. But the college
expenses totaled around $100 million.
“The difference [$18 million]
comes from endowments and private sources,” Johnson said.
Student Services is usually the
ﬁrst to take a blow when the State
cuts the CUNY budgets because its
services do not affect academics.
Student Services does, however,
handle counseling, athletics, freshman orientation, and resources for
students with disabilities.
When asked if there are any
concerns right now about the budget for the spring semester, Johnson
said he is “always concerned about a
midterm budget cut.” He added that
if there was to be a budget cut in the

spring, “it would do more damage
than one in the fall.”
On the topic of a possible tuition
hike this academic year, Johnson
said, “now students are being expected to pay more and more because state contributions are getting
smaller. It’s not likely for tuition to
rise this year but maybe in the next
two years.”
He believes that the tuition hike
will be gradual since it might rise
$500-$600 next two years and then
another $500 in the following two
years and so on.
Johnson proposed the idea of
implementing a student services
budget, similar to the technology
fee that all Baruch students are required to pay.
“The president disliked the idea
and took it off the table,” he said.
It’s still under discussion and it is
always a possibility since this idea
would help to lessen the student
services deﬁcit. Student Services is
trying to ﬁnd outside funding.
Johnson said, however, that despite the low budget, the money still
goes a long way.
“We do a great deal with the little bit of money we have,” he said.
“Baruch students get the best services that we can provide with the
money available.”

State Department
internships for two
BY JULIAN ARENZON
Staff Writer
As it did last year, Baruch will
begin taking applications for the
Colin Powell Fellowships. Two highachieving students will be chosen
from the applicants to take part in
an eight-week internship, where they
will work for the State Department
in Washington or for the U.S. Mission to the United Nations. The prerequisites for all applicants are that
they must (1) have a B+ average or
higher, (2) be ﬂuent in English and at
least one other language (preferably
more), and have an interest in foreign policy and international affairs.
All applications must be in before
Christmas.

Last April there were 50 applicants and six ﬁnalists. The four runners up were Joanne Wong; Caroline
Kim; Richard Leung; and Gennady
Rudkevich. The winners were Ariel
Krinshpun and Andreea Ursu. Ursu
described her experience as a “pivotal point in [her] professional development.” Ursu went further to say
“Thanks to the Colin Powell Fellowship I have had amazing opportunities and the chance to meet Secretary
Powell and many U.S. ambassadors.”
Two more premier students with high
GPAs, ﬂuency in languages, and interest in international affairs will be
given the very same opportunity for
this up-coming summer. For more
information see the Weissman Center for International Business.

Force cadet and recruiter for ROTC
at UCLA, said he was quite conﬁdent
the ruling would be overturned in no
time. “The ruling is ridiculous.
The trial based its justiﬁcation on
a First Amendment issue that came
up in a Boy Scouts case some years
ago while the Solomon Act, which
was congressionally enacted, is government legislated. Besides, federal
funding is at the discretion of the
federal government, they contribute
funding simply as they see ﬁt.”
He also said, “Recruiters are not
on campuses to create hostility. They
are just there to inform students of a
possible career in the armed forces
and an honorable way to serve the
United States.” When asked whether
he thought the “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy was appropriate, his
response was “The Defense Department feels that barring homosexuals
from the armed forces is a protective
measure for them and believes it increases overall morale.”
Harvard Law School immediately implemented the new regulation
at its campus. Other schools are still
reviewing the text of the legal decision.
Baruch College had U.S. Army
recruiters on the second ﬂoor of the
Vertical Campus not long ago. There
is no word if Baruch is going to take
any action regarding recruiters on
campus, however sexual orientation
is covered under Baruch’s discrimination policy.
The case could still go to the U.S.
Supreme Court, but no such effort
has been announced yet.

Zicklin school
rejects appeal
for tenure
BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief

Law Professor Adam Glassman’s
pursuit of tenure received a blow this
week after his appeal to the department heads in the Zicklin School of
Business was denied last week.
Glassman, in his eighth year at
Baruch College, was up for tenure
for the ﬁnal time this year and was
denied it based on having few articles published in ﬁrst-rate academic
journals.
Glassman, who has two articles
published and two pending printing,
has taught Freshman Seminar and
was part of the creation of CUNY
Honors College Seminar IV.
Since Glassman learned of his
denial of tenure, a group Baruch for
Glassman has formed to plead his
case through numerous banners and
signs that are prevalent throughout
the Vertical Campus. The group of
ﬁve students, led by 2004 Baruch
Valedictorian Eric Green, spoke on
Glassman’s behalf at a Nov. 11 hearing in front of Zicklin’s department
heads.
Glassman has now taken his appeal to the school academic review
committee on Dec. 17. If the committee accepts the appeal, Glassman
will earn tenure.
The members of the committee
are Meir Lubetski and Lauren Silberman of the English Department,
William McCutchen of the Management Department, Ashok Vora, from
the Economics Department, Sanders
Korenman from the School of Public
Affairs, Jerry Borenstein from the
Library. There is also one Baruch
student on the committee: Salome
Makharadze, a senior and member
of the Baruch Honors College.
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PSC protests outside Baruch
Continued from front
part-timers.” Crane was very vocal
in his dislike for the way budgets
have been handled by the board
and administrators. “They live like
aristocrats,” he said. He went on to
explain about high salary raises and
private cars that the higher-ups are
entitled to.
While both of the Rhodes scholars humbly accepted the compliments and adoration that was bestowed upon them by the trustees of
the square table, they were there for
another reason. Before the meeting
began Sviridov said, “On Monday

the governor was rather gracious in
talking about the great achievement
of CUNY. So I want to reiterate our
point. CUNY needs more funding
for teachers and equipment.”
For those that couldn’t make it
into the building, past the guards
and through the rigorous entry protocol, there was a smaller but equally
profound protest outside of the 25th
Street entrance to Baruch.
As people parted or arrived they
took away the chant that was so easily memorized and straight to the
point — “Hey hey, ho ho, our salary
has got to grow!”

5

Get involved
next semester
The News Section
seeks beat reporters,
writers, copy editors,
editors, photographers, and graphic
designers.
Training available.
Contact:
thetickernews@hotmail.com

Kathleen Waldron announces
creation of new committees
Continued from front

tions and get answers.”
Waldron reported on the ﬁve
standing committees that will be in
effect next Spring. She discussed the
goals and the
faculty members who will cochair the different committees. They
include the Student Affairs Committee, which will recommend ways to
enhance student service, satisfaction and engagement. The co-chairs
will be Glenn Albright and Phyllis
Zadra.
The second committee, the Facilities Committee, will be co-chaired by
David Birdshell and Dan Kaufmann.
The plan of action for this committee is to develop a Master Facilities

Plan, as well as short-term priorities
for improving space utilization.
The Human Resources Committee will advise the cabinet on policies to improve the development of
the non-instructional staff. Co-chairs
include Valerie Watnick and the new
director of human resources, who
will be appointed later this month.
The Productivity Committee will
be co-chaired by Bill Ferns and Art
Downing. This committee hopes to
benchmark productivity at the college and propose ways to improve
academic and administrative productivity.
The last committee, Finance
Advisory, will provide guidance on
resource allocation, budgeting and
revenue enhancement. Robert Myers

and Toby Winer will be co-chairing
this committee.
In addition, a Friends Committee
will be responsible for supporting
administration of the different committees. The members include Myrna Chase, Sam Johnson, John Elliot,
Robert Specter and Dannenbring.
Waldron said that there would be
one graduate and two undergraduate
student chairs assigned to each committee. These students were appointed from the Undergraduate Student
Government and Graduate Student
Association.
“I hope that these structures will
open for broad participation of decision making between the students,
faculty and the administration,” she
said.

PHOTO BY ROBERT BENIMOFF FOR THE TICKER

A student looks up at a piece of the AIDS Memorial Quilt that hangs in the VC. World AIDS
Day was Dec. 1.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
USG

The USG held their 13th and 14th
meetings on Nov. 23 and Nov. 30.

Winter Wonderland will take place
on Dec. 9 in the multipurpose room
from 5-10 p.m.

President’s Report
Academic Affairs
Sime Marnika said Dean Edwards is asking seniors who they
want to invite as guest speaker for
their graduation.
The senators discussed whether
they should invite someone to conduct a group leadership test for
USG’s personal leadership retreat,
at a cost of $300.The discussion was
moved to another time and the retreat
was moved to next semester.
On Nov. 30, Edouard Roland, in
Marnika’s place, said that the Athletics Department will give $2,000 for
food for the Pep Rally.
Treasurer’s Report
Edouard Roland reported that
a $7,500 budget was approved for
refreshments. In response to complaints that Roland’s ofﬁce is always
closed, he said he will post his hours
of availability.
Edouard Roland said that Hip
Hop 201 requested $200 for clean up
for the Fashion Show.
Also, SET Film Club requested
to move their funding for equipment.
The motion failed to pass.
The next Board of Director’s
Meeting on Dec. 7 at 12:45 p.m.
Campus Affairs

Upper Senator Kathlene Burke
named the students her committee
recommended for President Kathleen Waldron’s committees. All
nominated students were approved.
She said she spoke to Dean Ronald Aaron about the list of new books
for the library.
He said that it was too late now
and should wait until next semester
to get them.
International Students Committee
Keisha George reported that
while her meeting with Jim Murphy
still has no conclusion, they’ve made
progress.
International students, who have
records with several departments,
such as the Bursar’s ofﬁce, will still
be offered full service. They are still
working on housing for the students
as well as developing a website for
them to refer.
George also plans to create a
CUNY-wide meeting of International Student Committee Leaders.
Constitution Committee
Davendra reported that he has
ﬁnished compiling all the clubs’ constitutions in a binder.

BRIEFS
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Food service improvements on the way

Finance

NEW YORK After a recent Ticker article pointed out inefﬁciencies in

Lillian Chang reported that a new
club, Barkada Filipino, got approved
$600. Also, Club India requested
$2,160 but were not approved.
Appeals
Victor Law asked for the approval of $200 for Society of Human
Resource Managers.
He also reported that Alpha Phi
Delta asked for $250 and got approved $100 for Greek Fest.
New Business
Shop of Style’s asked for USG’s
approval to keep $1,500 of the $4,584
proﬁt from their fashion show held
Nov. 19. The club currently has a
$1,000 budget left for the year, and
has spent about $6,000 for the show.
Roland reported that the Marnika
wants to designate a $1,000 budget
for t-shirts for upcoming events.

Baruch’s food service, Metropolitan Food Services, in an e-mail to
President Waldron, agreed to some changes. Contact information
will be put on all vending machines. A new refrigerated carousel
holding sandwiches, salads and yogurt will be placed in the VC,
with more to follow, depending on the success of the ﬁrst one. A
coffee/food cart will be installed on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the Library
building. Metropolitan also expressed its willingness to increase
hours of operation, as well as meet with student organizations
regarding speciﬁc dietary requirements.

Webmail to be accessible through CUNY only

NEW YORK Starting next semester, students will be required to log

in to their Baruch Webmail directly through the CUNY portal, at
www.cuny.edu. The move is part of an effort to consolidate all the
CUNY schools’ electronic features. Students will also be able to
access eSims, ePermit, the library databases and the CUNY eMall
from the site. In order to do that, students must ﬁrst register at the
portal. To encourage prompt registration, Baruch and Apple are
giving away 1,500 free $10 gift certiﬁcates to the iTunes store to
students who register before Dec. 15. A video tutorial on how to
register is located at www.baruch.cuny.edu/cunyportal. Check your
Baruch Webmail for more details.

Credit bureaus must provide free credit reports

NEW YORK A new law that went into effect last Wednesday requires

Compiled by:

JESSICA BAPTISTE AND
MARY GRACE TORRES
Staff Writers

all three major credit bureaus, Experian, Equifax and Transunion,
to provide a free credit report once a year to all Americans. Previously, only certain states required this. The credit reports will not
be accessible through the companies’ websites, but through an independent website, www.annualcreditreport.com. Customers can
choose to get their reports all at once or stagger them throughout
the year. To avoid being swamped with requests, the program is
being phased in. The West Coast is ﬁrst on the list. The Northeast
is in the fourth and last phase. Therefore, New Yorkers will not be
able to get their reports until Sept. 2005. More information is available on the FTC’s website.

Keisha George reported that the

PLACE AN AD IN THE TICKER
AND R EACH 5000+ PEOPLE!
E-MAIL TICKER _ ADS@BARUCH.CUNY.EDU
OR CALL (646)312-4713 FOR MORE INFO.

www.textbooks.tk
“We market and sell your textbooks”
Phone 718-877-3392
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Civilizations are remembered for arts, not economics
BY MAX MAY
Contributing Writer
The affluent nations of the modern day and age should be evaluated
and ranked according to one important criterion: how much their governments spend on the arts. One
would imagine that in the United
States of America, the country with
the highest GDP ($7 trillion) and the
biggest economy in the world, the
spending on the arts by the federal,
state and local governments would
be the highest compared to other
countries. Paradoxically, according
to the data published by the Arts
Council of England (ACE) in its
1998 report titled “International
Data on Public Spending on the Arts
in 11 Countries,” America had the
lowest per capita arts spending of a
meager $6 - the lowest among its
counterparts such as Australia,
Canada, Finland, France, Germany,
Ireland, Netherlands, Sweden, and
United Kingdom, among which
Finland had the highest of $91.
Why is it that countries like
Finland, with a GDP that is 75 times
smaller than that of the United
States, have a higher per capita government expenditure on the arts?
The answer lies in the form of government; the reason for such a disparity rests in the size of private versus public sectors within the country. In America, with a bigger private sector and with the government’s policy of laissez-faire, it is
not surprising that the government
contributes relatively little in proportion to its population. America is
the world’s leader but because it is
business driven, the government has
yet to change its course of action for
the better and adjust its policies
allowing for more funding for the
arts.
Baruch College is a great exam-

ple of what America stands for;
Baruch is a miniature representation
of the nation that it is a part of: it is
greatly diverse and highly business
oriented, both in the courses it offers
and in its ambitions of becoming
one of the top 25 business schools in
the nation. “So much at Baruch is
get the job, make the money, join
the rush to American materialistic
dream, we forget about the philosophy, we forget about the soul, the
elements of the soul that are really
much more important in life,” noted
Eric Krebs, Baruch’s theater professor. Krebs is not only a well-regarded and praised professor but he is
also a professional producer of theater on- and off-Broadway, having
produced 50 shows off-Broadway.
He has built and run two offBroadway theaters. He has produced Neil Simon’s “The Dinner
Party” and a Greek tragedy on
Broadway called “Electra,” which
in 1999 was nominated for a Tony
award for Best Revival.
What America needs to do more
is to spend and provide federal
funds for the arts. Baruch should
follow suit and allocate a decent
chunk of its budget to galvanize the
arts on campus. Briefly, what can
ultimately be expected from the arts
is two things: the more people are
exposed to the arts, the more they
will realize that chasing the material life, the treasures, and pursuing
the American Dream makes us completely blind to the real treasures
within us such as the many latent
talents of painting, singing, dancing, acting, building, and feeling
love and hate, joy and sadness, and
so many shades and variations of
these, and so much more. Also if we
were to go in the direction of taking
a business perspective on the issue,
in the long run, the funds which the
government, and smaller organiza-

tions such as Baruch College, invest
into making any type of arts accessible to the general public by making
it free, will yield a great profit,
because, according to Americans
For the Arts’ “Arts and Economic
Prosperity” research funded by the
National Endowment For the Arts,
the free art venues attract a large
audience and this draws restaurants
and shops within the vicissitudes of
those venues, which in turn generate
revenue for the government in terms
of taxes and licensing fees.
One of the most undiscovered
and overlooked treasures within us
is our voice. Strong speaking skills
and a developed voice can do magic,
from helping us deliver a powerful
speech to singing a medley of
Broadway songs. When we look

“

So much at
Baruch is get the
job, make the
money, join the
rush to American
materialistic
dream, we forget
about the
philosophy, we
forget about the
soul, the elements
of the soul that
are really much
more important
in life.

”

back in history, usually the great
leaders were great orators. “When
we open our mouths, we are judged
on what people are hearing and I do
think the basic human needs and
desire is to be heard and under-

stood,” said Thom Garvey, Baruch’s
communications and acting professor. Aside from being a professional
actor, Garvey’s specialty is in voice
and speech, dialect, and accent
reduction. “It is unfortunate that
people tend to think that if you are
stumbling over words, if you are not
sounding properly, that means
you're not qualified – [it] should not
be that way but that is how it is.
People come to me extremely educated, very good at what they do,
but they just find that they are hitting a wall now in their professions.” While pursuing the
American Dream, eventually the
material realm stops working in
your favor and you start searching
for explanations. In some cases,
according to Garvey, the key to further success actually is within us: it
is our own voice and speaking
skills. To learn the art of speech production is to still learn an art. This
goes to show that even if we do
avoid the arts while emerging in the
capitalistic world, eventually we
will come to realize that the key to
success is in the art.
So at what stage is Baruch now?
Professor Krebs recounts that in the
‘50s and ‘60s there was a strong
group of students at Baruch doing
student productions at Mason Hall.
But as the school became much
more committed to commuter students, and as it began to publicly
pride itself on being a business
school, the importance of theater
faded. “I think for many students
here theater is really a peripheral
thing. And it is it not a priority in
their lives. And I think students are
so busy and they have so many commitments that it is hard for a lot of
students. Many students are not
interested, and those who are interested, it is hard for them to make
time to participate,” said Debbie

Saviets, Baruch theater professor
and student productions director for
the past three years.
This is not to say that Baruch has
not made any changes. It strives to
elevate and develop a stronger arts
program, as well as constantly host
great performances and entertainment by the invited theater companies. The Ticket Subsidy Program,
which allows student who are taking
a theater course to see a play for free
or lowers prices to $10 for average
students, is the first step by the college to promote the arts to students
by providing funding for it as long
as students do see the productions.
And yet the college, with such a
great arts complex, indirectly insists
on renting the theater space to the
outside companies. To hold only one
student production a semester and
have it run for only one week only
because there is a lot more profit to
be made by renting the place is a
solution to the problem of why there
is so little exposure, encouragement
and promotion of theater and arts to
students.
The countries and educational
institutions need to ask themselves
if they want to make history. As
Krebs puts it, “When you think historically back to the Greek culture,
do you think about their business or
do you think about their sculptures,
their drama, their poetry? When you
think back to Medieval times, do
you think about their business or do
you think about their tapestry, their
paintings, and their music?
Eighteenth century, do you think
about their business or do you think
about their sculptures, their painting, their music? The answer is that
in a sophisticated society, in a complex civilization, it is the arts that
speak about the civilization much
more than the business.”

The Countdown from London to New York City
BY ADENIKE HUGGINS
Staff Writer

My time in London has run
out. In less than a month, the

some trepidation about my trip in
September, and now it is
December and I am so accustomed to London. While I have
been traveling to other cities and
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St. Paul's view from a higher part of the same building
independence of living by myself
and cooking for myself will be a
memory. Just to think that I had

countries I have sort of neglected
a lot of what London has to offer.
At first I wrote it off.

Everything, from the weather to
the energy, to the food portions
and the currency conversion.
Now I find myself trying to enjoy
it and appreciate it for what it is,
not in comparison to New York (I
have no choice, because I’ve run
out of money to travel and I have
serious work to do). I think that
is the key. I was so concerned
with what it didn’t have relative
to New York, that I didn’t see
what made it distinctly London.
For the rest of my trip, I will go
out and really enjoy London, not
just tolerate it.
But I really am starting to
miss New York, and quirky
things that I wouldn’t have imagined. I am a very family-oriented
person, so Thanksgiving sealed it
for me. I tried to distract myself
by going to see Kanye West on
that day, who along with Talib
Kweli put on an excellent show
that was as much professional as
it was entertaining. But still,
when I spoke to my family that
night, and heard them enjoying
dinner, I missed my aunt Pat’s
decadent yet delectable macaroni
and cheese and my uncle Kirk’s
escovitch fish. Ooh, but most of
all I miss the pancakes, a thick
stack, nice and warm topped with
butter and drenched with syrup.

In England, the mac and cheese
comes in a can, as do hot dogs,
and I’m sorry but crêpes are no
substitute for pancakes. I miss
hearing familiar slang like, “Yo”
and “What up?”
Now certainly England isn’t
bad. It’s just not America and
there is absolutely nothing wrong
with that. England has a culture
of its own, intact with food and
customs. I would have been
annoyed at the least and disappointed had there been no cultural adjustment.
One thing that I picked up
here is cucumber and cheese
sandwiches. Strange combination
but very tasty, no doubt a sandwich that I will continue to make
when I return. I have also
observed that the average Briton
is far more aware and astute at
world politics than average
Americans.
Living here has certainly
broadened my perspective in all
things from politics and the environment to fashion and food.
Now the world doesn’t seem so
big, and places don’t seem
remote anywhere. Traveling
enables you to learn about different cultures, but on this trip I’ve
had the opportunity to actually
live a different culture.
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Photography exhibition Removing the fantasy from religion
of the human subject
BY JOEL NEY
Staff Writer

The Sidney Mishkin Gallery at
Baruch is now hosting an exhibition of
rare black-and-white photographs
focusing on the human form. The show,
“Refiguring the Photograph: The
Human Form as Subject and Object,”
includes work from a wide selection of
famed photographers, including Milt
Hinton, Edward Steichen, Elliott Erwitt,
Gilles Peress and Jerome Liebling, and
many others.
The remarkable exhibition is well
worth visiting. The collection of photographs, which originate from as early
as 1926 through the end of the 20th cen-

to produce positive change. Likewise,
Jerome Liebling’s photographs from
1949 (Boy and Car) and 1952 (Young
Girl) arouse much compassion for the
depicted children living in poverty.
However, in the exhibit the human
subject is also seen in more luxurious
settings, such as in Edward Steichen’s
glamorous photographs of early stars of
the silver screen, like Greta Garbo. Joan
Crawford and Rudolf Valentino. Elliott
Erwitt’s group picture of the actors (and
actress) of the 1961 MGM film “The
Misfits” is very interesting, featuring
the superstars of old school Hollywood:
Marilyn Monroe, Clark Gable, Eli
Wallach and Montgomery Clift. Milt
Hinton’s candid portraits of jazz giants
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Professor Randolph Trumbach

BY JULIAN ARENZON
Staff Writer

School-wise, what is taboo? For the
many students who haven’t attended
Catholic school, the involvement of religion strikes a theme of discord.
This year, as he has in years past, global history Professor Randolph Trumbach
might have you questioning the depth of
your religious beliefs.
For 35 years, Trumbach has been using
the Bible as a book of reference into the
past. And since the Bible is a compilation of
stories, he, using logic and historical evidence, trims away at the very foundation of
it to reach the historical accounts.
On the day his first class met to begin
work on the Bible, Trumbach began by
stating, “You must change your baby religion into a grown-up religion.” Though ini-

tially sounding like harsh words, he defined
“grown-up” religion as (for example)
accepting that God blowing onto a sand
sculpture of a man most likely did not create Adam. Stories such as this, which are
the basis of Genesis, Trumbach tries to disprove by stating that they are purely
mythology as the Greeks and Romans had
used to explain the inexplicable. It is under
this judgment that Trumbach feels that
“anyone who tells you they stand by every
word of the Bible is fooling themselves.”
As expected, not all students approved
of these studies. When Trumbach began
teaching through the Bible at the University
of Chicago he had not had anyone in his
class react with disapproval to the material,
so he was taken aback when he began
teaching at Baruch. In years past, students
have left the room in anger, shouted at him,
and closed their eyes while wobbling their
heads as if trying to shake off Trumbach’s
words. Trumbach however, held no grudge
against these people because he realizes
that “this material can be extremely upsetting to people,” and he recognized that
“many of the students of Baruch come
from more religiously conservative backgrounds [than those of the University of
Chicago].”
Because of his technique of looking at
the Bible, students in the past and this year
thought he was an atheist. In reality,

Trumbach is a Roman Catholic. He thinks
of himself as a “theological liberal.” He
looks at his own religious profundity as a
customized one. He, as a “cafeteria
Catholic” says, “I take what I want, and
leave what I don’t like.” Trumbach recognizes that before he began teaching the
Bible in this manner, he, like most other
Christians, didn’t really know or understand it the way it was meant to be understood. He gave the example of masturbation, which the church disapproves of.
Trumbach demonstrated that in this case, a
story of Genesis (The Story of Onan) was
recycled to condemn a behavior that it was
not concerned with at all. These formulated
ideals, along with the falsified parts of the
Bible, are what Trumbach tries to crop in
order to get to the true history behind the
stories.
Professor Trumbach has been criticized
in the past and has had accusations hurled
at him by his students. However, one particular woman who took his course years
ago, and who had been raised in a very conservative Catholic home, said to him after a
class, “I see your point … but it’s so disappointing.” With this in mind, today he tells
his students before he begins teaching the
material, “One of the purposes of university teaching is to show you new worlds, and
sometimes people don’t want to see new
worlds.”

Baruch Beat:

Events and Anno uncements
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The Mishkin Gallery's new exhibition includes Jerome Liebling's gelatin silver print "Boy
and Car, New York City" (1949).
tury, not only have the majestic feel of
glorious black-and-white pictures, but
remind us of the critically important
position photographers have — as
artists and reporters of the human condition.
This is indisputably recognized in
the considerable work of Gilles Peress,
whose
significant
photographs
“Bosnian Muslim Refugees from Banja
Luca” (1993) and “Rwandan Hutu
Refugees Waiting for Medical
Attention” (1994) are permanent visual
records of tragedy occurring in our
time. Peress’ work sharply points out
the grave effects of civil warfare, and
hopefully brings this to attention so as

are really priceless. The photo of the
aging violinist Joe Venuti (who recorded immortal records with the guitarist
Django Reinhardt) and a young Bucky
Pizzarelli, as well as the shot of the legendary Count Basie alongside singer
Billie Holiday, are unique memories of
an age of great music gone by.
“Refiguring the Photograph” is on
view through Wednesday, Dec. 15.
Most of the photographs in the exhibition are gifts to Baruch College from
alumni of years ago. It’s interesting to
speculate what this generation of
Baruch students will someday leave to
the College’s art collections.

Announcements:

Events in the Mishkin Gallery:

-Toy Drive
Date: Dec. 6 - 10
Donate toys and bring a smile to a child's
face. Drop off new toys in a bin next to The
Student Life Office. All toys will go to the
Salvation Army. For more information
please stop by room VC 3-226.

-Refiguring the Photograph: The Human
Form as Subject and Object
Dates: Nov. 19 – Dec. 15
Curator: Sandra Kraskin
In conjunction with the Baruch
Photography Festival, this exhibition features photographs of the figure drawn from
the College's permanent collection. The
human body has captured the attention of
artists for centuries, but 20th century photographers have given it new and often contested meanings. With a broad range of pho-

-New York Cares Secret Santa Program
This holiday season join Golden Key in
answering “Dear Santa” letters of children
who live in battered shelters. We have letters
of kids ages 2-13, who have written their
Christmas wish list. The holidays are around
the corner, hurry and pick-up a letter, put a
smile on someone’s face. E-mail: deoroluga@yahoo.com
-New York Cares Coat Drive
Dates: Dec. 1 - 21
Time: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Location: 2nd floor Lobby, VC
The New York Cares Coat Drive is a lifeline for New York’s neediest citizens during
the cold winter. Help keep someone warm
this Christmas. Golden Key International
Honour Society has set-up a Collection Bin.

Career Development
Center Events
WORKSHOPS
All workshops take place in 2-190 VC
Job Search:
Dec. 6, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Creating Your Own Major (Ad Hoc):
Dec. 7, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Interviewing I:
Dec. 8, 3 - 5 p.m.

tographs of the figure, the exhibition examines the meaning we ascribe to the human
body through its context as a subject or an
object.
Events in Baruch:
- The Ninth Annual Dr. Donald H. Smith
Distinguished Lecture
Date: Dec. 9
Time: 5:45 p.m.
Place: 750 Library Building
Admission: Free
Dr. Abdulalim Abdullah Shabazz is
Distinguished Professor of Mathematics in
the Department of Mathematics &
Computer Science at Lincoln University
(Pennsylvania). His work with students has
been recognized by the Mathematical
Sciences Education Board, as well as by the
American Association for the Advancement
of Science (AAAS), which presented him
with the 1992 Mentor Award for his leadership in efforts to increase the participation of
women, minorities, and individuals with
physical disabilities in science and engineering. Dr. Shabazz received the National
Association
of
Mathematicians
Distinguished Service Award

Who will introduce you to who you need to know?
BY ANNA RUBANOVA
Contributing Writer

After lagging membership
rates and dubious leadership, the
Baruch Chapter of the American
Marketing
Association,
“a
national organization of marketing students and professionals,”
is finally back on its feet. With
70 new official members, and a
great number of e-mail corespondents, the chapter is thriving and
ready to fulfill its mission.
That mission, according to
Vicky Roginskaya, vice president
of promotions, advertising and
communications for AMA, “is to
be a major source of ‘who you
need to know’ in the industry of
marketing.” Their members, as
well as their executive officers,
are primarily students majoring
or minoring in marketing but not

exclusively. Students who barely
have an inkling of what career to
pursue may inquire about marketing through the AMA. At the
very least, it would serve as great
practice for the members – an
opportunity for them to try and
convince, or sell their organization to others.
Despite the aforementioned
setbacks, the AMA has had some
recent success. “We . . . have
come a very long way since the
new administration took charge
this semester,” said Roginskaya.
Distinguished representatives
have come in to lecture the
group. These have included Stan
Becker, the Saatchi and Saatchi
retiree, who served as its chief
creative director. His name might
not ring a bell, but his slogans
are so deeply imbedded into
Americans’ brains that there is

no use fighting them. The truth
remains, that “Sometimes you
feel like a nut, sometimes you
don’t,” and many a consumer has
sung that repeatedly in his head
while moping around the candy
aisle. Saatchi and Saatchi holds
offices in 84 countries and has
collaborated with more than 60
of the top 100 advertisers in the
world and more than half of the
world’s top 50 brands. Becker,
according to Roginskaya, had a
substantial audience. “We had a
great turnout thanks to our persistent promotional tactics of
fliers, big blown-up colorful
posters, and, of course, the
unbeatable lollipops and Tootsie
rolls,” she said. One would hope
Becker taught the members more
sophisticated methods of advertising, but on this scale, nothing
beats fliers and Tootsie rolls.

Maybe next year they can spring
for M&M’s.
In the mean time, the AMA is
focusing its resources on upcoming events. Over the next month
they will be organizing a toy
drive for children who cannot
afford presents this holiday season. “We are calling this campaign the ‘Pajama Jam’ because
we want every child to be able to
go to sleep with a new toy these
holiday nights. We encourage
everyone to wear some article of
pajamas in support of the cause.
We will also be providing ‘pajama jam’ ribbons for people to
wear as a sign of support for the
cause,” Roginskaya said.
The AMA has ties with corporations such as The Walt Disney
Co., NBC, and Skechers U.S.A.
Inc. These connections will come
into play this upcoming spring,

when the AMA, along with the
Career Development Center, will
be sponsoring the Marketing
Expo, their biggest event of the
year.
In the long run, the AMA
hopes to spread its message
across campus. “In the next year,
we hope to bring awareness of
the AMA to all those interested
in the field of marketing. “We
want the student body to know
we are there for them when they
have
questions,”
said
Roginskaya. “We believe Baruch
will teach you what you need to
know. We can be the source for
who you need to know.”
The group’s new Web site will
be available shortly. The AMA is
featured on Blackboard and can
be
reached
at
baruchama0405@yahoo.com.
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Finding thinspiration
Where women go online to support their non-eating habits
anorexia
noun an emotional disorder characterized by an obsessive desire to
lose weight by refusing to eat.

A collection of excerpts from
Ana’s Girls, by Eda R. Uca.
This book does not promote eating disorders. The purpose of displaying the following information is
not to justify self-destructive behavior but rather to expose the undeniable fact that thousands of young
people are struggling in isolation
with very real, life threatening disorders and we, as a society have not
been able to proplerly help them. By
shutting down their sites or throwing
away this book, we do not eliminate
the problem. Instead, we choose to
ignore their cry and lose the opportunity to gain potent insight into their
world. Unless we are willing to
understand those with eating disorders, we are not oging to eradicate
this plague on our community.
*

*

*

The pro-ana community does not
claim that anorexia or bulimia is a
lifestyle choice. They view those
afflicted with eating disorders as victims of disease and contend that
behavior rooted in disease is not a
matter of personal control. Their connection with anorexia nervosa is that
they wish to mimic the disordered
behavior in order to reach their specified goals. The overriding principal
of pro-ana behavior is the fulfillment
of an individual’s divine right to perfection through the maximization of
personal potential.
*

*

*

By Lindsey
Hmmm..i prolly am lucky if i
average 200 cals a day, and like
maybe maybe
maybe 20 fat calories a day? If
that even? i’m down to 131 now,
from 195, i lost so much weight
while my boyfriend was away for 8
weeks, that he says i feel funny now,
he says i got no ass, my boobs
shrank, my ribs stick out, and i have
no shape, he hates it, but i don’t care,
he can bite me, i still have 25 lbs left
to go to get down to 104, i’ve basically starved so long now, that ive
averaged a 5 lb loss per week for the
last three weeks, it rocks, course,
idon’t really feel too well lately
either, and im growing hair on my
butt and my tummy but I don’t really
care, cuz i will be the absolute
thinnest that anyone has ever ever
seen me, in another 7 lbs, i will
weigh less than i have since i was 12,
and i’m 35. i only wear a 29 waist in
levis, and i am so so so proud of
myself, but you know, i really cant
talk to anyone but you guys about it
anymore, because my friends and
what not are getting ready to like
drag my stupid ass off to the hospital,
so now im wearin baggy clothes, and
trying to act like im eating, and you
know, i think they all suck, cuz its my
body, and i shouldnt have to have it

ana
noun short for anorexia. Can describe a type of lifestyle, a disease, a
person or is referred to as the embodiment of anorexic life; i.e. to
call on Ana or Goddess Ana. It is sometimes distinguished from
anorexia as a more benign descriptor of behavior.
fat
just
to
happy…grrrr….

make

them

by a warrior ethic to success and that
most people are not strong enough to
be among them.

even go on a diet let alone completely cut out all food. People do NOT
understand, how could you do it?

Yogurt on the hour
By Jaci

120 calories and no fat. That couldn't be right. I read it
again, checking the ingredients, triying to make sure that
it wasn't a trick. It wasn't a trick. There were only 120
calories in the strawberry banana yogurt, none of which
were from fat. It was almost too good to be true.
I opened the top slowly, letting the aroma swarm
around me, the sweet smell catching me off guard. I
dipped the edge of the spoon into the cup, piercing the
gelatinous formation sitting inside. I dipped the spoon in
deeper, then pulled it out after I thought that it was coated
with enough yogurt.
This was the plan. I would get 1 spoonful of yogurt,
every hour, on the hour, and that would be my meal for the
day. No more, no less. It was 8:00 a.m. If I went to bed at
10:00 I would get 14 spoonfuls of yogurt. Yeah. That
sounded right.
I held the spoon up to my face, staring at the treat as it
jiggled and moved on the spoon. I extended my tongue
towards the pink goop and let a little touch the tip of my
tongue. The sweetness was overwhelming. I let the taste
linger on my tongue before I pulled it into my mouth and
swallowed. Slowly I licked the yogurt off of the back of
my spoon, savoring the sweet and creamy texture.
After I had cleaned the spoon off, I replaced the yogurt
in the fridge for 1 hour. By the time I came back it would
be time for another spoonful. I stretched, extending my
arms high above my head, then towards my toes. I performed my familiar stretching routine in time to a new
beat: yo-gurt, yo-gurt, cream-y, cream-y.
I had only planned on running
for one hour, but my legs
kept me going to an
additional hour. It
was 10:00 a.m.
before I came back
home. I showered
quickly, watching
my hair swirl
down the drain, as
usual. I had forgotten all about the yogurt.
It dawned on me that I was overdue for two whole
spoonfuls of yogurt. I stepped on the scale, trying to
decide what to do. 92 lbs. Still 2 pounds away from my
goal.
Yogurt...
If I had gone this long without eating anything, if I had
gone this long on one spoonful, what was keeping me
from going another hour, and another hour, and another!
I went to the library. I didn't even go to the kitchen after
my shower. The yogurt would have mocked me and
tempted me from the back of the fridge. Instead, I sat in
the library, researching my disease as if looking for a cure.
15% below the recommended weight, family dynamics, emaciated, yogurt, What? Not the yogurt again. If I
*

*

*

Since the decision to take this
path to perfection is a private one and
each individual must create their own
destiny, the pro-ana community does
not attempt to recruit members.
Indeed they feel that they are in the
ranks of an elite community driven

*

*

had something to drink, maybe the cravings would go
away. It was already 12:00. That's already 4 extra spoonfuls of yogurt. My mouth watered.
I went to the bathroom, searching for the water fountain. I took two sips, trying to concentrate on the coolness
of the liquid. It wasn't working - the thoughts about yogurt
remained.
I finally got home at 1:30.
5 spoonfuls. Greedily, I reached for the tub in the back
of the fridge. I lifted the top up and stared at the jiggling
treat, slowly, I repeated the action that I had performed
earlier - tasting it first on my tongue, then licking the
spoon clean. After the 3rd spoonful I grew fearful of losing control. It just tasted so good! I licked the spoon off
and then replaced the yogurt in the fridge. I couldn't make
it to the 4th and 5th spoonful. What if I couldn't stop after
the 5th?
I ran to my room and locked myself in, turning my
stereo up to full volume and dancing like a maniac.
My mom came home from work at about 6 and left me
a bag full of fast food. She said something about how I
never ate enough and made me promise to eat all of dinner. I said that I would as she exited the house, returning
to work.
I lied. Sort of.
I chewed the
food, letting it sit in
my mouth for a minute
or two before spitting it out
into the toilet and flushing it away. I
couldn't bring myself to swallow it.
All I really wanted was the yogurt. All I really
needed was the yogurt.
I watched a few of my favorite anorexia movies,
rewinding all of my favorite parts over and over. One of
my teammates called and told me about some meeting
after school on Tuesday. I didn't care. All I could think
about was yogurt.
The hours passed with agonizing sluggishness.
9:00 came and went. I had gone all day on 4 spoonfuls
of yogurt. I deserved to have the rest! I had spent the
whole day keeping time with that yogurt. It was time to
reward myself.
I took it to my room, so that I could sit alone and eat it.
I held the spoon over the tub, but I couldn't dip it in. I had
gone all day on less than 30 calories. How could I mess up
now?
With a heavy heart, I watched my creamy reward swirl
down the toilet, diluting then disappearing in the water.
It didn't matter. I didn't need it after all. I didn't need
anything. 30 calories is pretty good. It's pretty darnn good!
I was proud of myself. I was stronger than yogurt and
fast food and genetics and biology and everything.
10:00... time for bed. Was I really proud of myself?

*

By Hillary
I like the mystery of it.. people are
in shock and appalled when they hear
that someone is PURPOSELY starving themselves. Most people can’t

And why?? They don’t understand
b/c they could NEVER starve themselves.. why would you want to not
eat??? Because I am strong. I am
stronger than most people. I’ve been
through so much and I’ve got a steel
backbone. I can take anything. I
don’t even get sick, and you’d think
being undernourished I’d get sick

easily. It’s control as well as knowing
just how far I can push my body…
And I must say, as sick as it is, even
tho I’m saying no no I eat, I swear I
eat, the looks of bewilderment on the
faces of those who just do not believe
me empower me to continue on…
*

*

*

Two of the least addressed proana values are persistence and
endurance.
These elemental ideals tend to stir
a “because I can” attitude in a proana and condescension toward anyone who “can’t” mimic anorexic
behavior. Since weakness and victim
hood are loathsome characteristics,
persistently enduring hunger pains,
fatigue and vitamin deficiency is
highly honorable.
*

*

*

By Grace
I understand how you all feel
about that... I feel like that at times...
But my Purpose for ana, is so thati
can feel the dizziness of life and actually be what is perfection... If i die
while im trying or get ther... then it
happens... I live for this disorder
that’s what I am basically.
*

*

*

Ana Creed
I believe in Control, the only
force mighty enough to bring order to
the chaos that is my world.
I believe that I am the most vile,
worthless and useless person ever to
have existed on this planet, and that I
am totally unworth of anyone’s time
and attention.
I believe that other people who
tell me differently must be idiots. If
they could see how I really am, then
they would hate me almost as much
as I do.
About the author
Eda R. Uca is a Baruch student.
She has been immersed in the online
eating disorder underground for over
two years. She is thrilled to be sharing her investigative work with the
public. In the future, she looks forward to illuminating the position of
other underrepresented groups as a
means of bringing their cause to the
forefront of mainstream society. She
lives in Long Island, N.Y. with her
family.
Ana’s Girls: The Essential Guide
to the Underground Eating Disorder
Community Online, is available
online at amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com.
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Baruch designers, models turn up the heat at SOS Fashion Show
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
and SANDRÓ LEMBERG
Staff Writers

PHOTOS BY ROBERT BENIMOFF FOR THE TICKER

Models in the S.O.S. Fashion Show

“Creative and entertaining,” “It
was off the hook,” “I can’t believe
that girl was naked,” “Ralfie,
Ralfie,” “It was fantabulous and
hot.” These are some of the
responses from the audience
describing this year’s Fashion
Show: Flight 1104 on Nov. 5 in
Mason Hall. It was hosted by Ms.
Info from Hot 97 while DJ Envy
provided the beats from “Lean
Back,” “Drop it Like it’s Hot,” and
others.
This is an annual event held
every fall by Shop of Style, known
as S.O.S. It was a mixture of fashion and entertainment that included a showcase of the latest fashion
trends, singers, dancers, and last
but not least, designs of our own
Baruch students. Some of the
designers included Calvin Klein,
Heidi Fish swimwear, TAJA
Lingerie, Dirty Dixie, Rafael
Vargas and LeAnne Wong.
Kate Ravaeva, president of
S.O.S., said that this year’s show
was definitely different. “It was a
wonderful experience. There were
more lines and variety in the fashion this year. For example the
Russian scene was new.”
The first feature of the night
was Part I: “New York,” which
kicked off this sizzling and actionpacked ensemble of the latest fashion. One by one, 40 beautiful models took the stage by storm leaving
the audience waiting for more. In
particular, Vanessa Vega, Elyse,
and Marsharique Tello strutted
their stuff and drove the audience
wild.
Next,
MPAG
Performers
brought out a blast of excitement
from the audience with their
choreography. Dressed in black
and white halters and mini-skirts,
these dancers were fantastic.
Another performance that rocked
the stage was X-Factor group from
the
Caribbean
Student
Association. This student production had a surprise ending when
everyone got “shot.” I guess violence rules. The third performance
came from the Pop Dancers. This
five-member female group was
original and edgy.
The show featured Trinidadian
songwriter/singer Trinity, who
performed four songs from his
new album. In the last one “I Love
Girls,” Kerry Claudette from CSA
joined him onstage. This was surprising but freakishly funny.
The “Brazil” scene was particularly interesting since a model
graced the stage with her naked
presence. She was exquisitely and
exotically covered in body paint
designed by Danielle Fonseca.
Also, the swimwear by Heidi Fish
and MIA Swimwear was one-of-a
kind and eye-catching.
Another highlight was the
“Paris” scene that featured sexy
and lacy lingerie from TAJA
Lingerie and NY Intimates. This
showcase was very revealing and
racy, especially for the male audience.
LeAnne Wong commented on
her Spring 2005 collection by saying, “The models were a lot of fun
to work with. It was actually my
first kind and it was fun to do.”
The only scene that was a little
disappointing was the “Russian”
scene. The music was not that
interesting because the trends were
not really Russian at all. Also, the
Calvin Klein Fall 2004 collection
was too plain and not catchy.
Compared to last year’s audience of about 600, this year’s audi-

ence was overwhelming. Lorianna
Izrailova felt that this year’s show
really improved in comparison to
last year. The audience was very
energetic and there was a great
turnout. Maybe because this year
the audience was allowed to occupy both the floors of Mason Hall,
and last year only the bottom floor
was open.
Overall, most of the models
were smooth. Although some of
them could have done better and
some of the male models lacked
experience, the female models
evened it out with their debonair
presence and elegance. According
to DJ Envy, “I thought it was a
great show. The ladies did their

thing.”
If you did not make it to the
show, you didn’t get a chance to
find out where Erica Soto’s other
tattoos are, where you can see
Ralfie “break dance,” or where
you can see Danny Slodynsky
stripping into a Superman costume. When asked why he did it,
the man we know and love as
“speedo” and “Superman” simply
said, “it had to be done…world
peace might not be achieved but at
least everyone saw me in a
speedo.” Well, all we have to say
is that you missed out on a scandalous and wild time. “Of course”
said Sandro. “It was definitely
fantabolous.” Or not.
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1904 The New York City Subway 2004
An 100 Year Journey

On October 27, 1903 at 2:35 p.m. the first subway left City Hall
Station. It was closed in 1948 due to the extension of the
Brooklyn Bridge station platform. The following photos
sequence the maiden voyage of the New York City Subway system.

BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief

Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall is now
the first stop in use on the No. 6
train.

The “S” at Spring Street was
designed by Atlantic Terra Cotta in
1904. The station was first
reached at 2:39:45.

Astor Place is the only one remaining
with its original Kiosk Entrance. It was
first reached at 2:42 p.m.

This photo was published in “The
Independent” in 1904 of the 23rd
Street station. The first train
entered at 2:44:30 p.m.

33rd Street was home to the 76th
Armory Division and is adorned
with eagles.

On Oct. 27, 1904, New
York City Mayor George
McClellan turned his hand
brake for the first time, starting
up New York City subway system. Two months ago, Mayor
Michael Bloomberg did the
Canal Street is a major downtown same using vintage cars, comtransfer point. It was first reached memorating the 100th anniversary of McClellan's initial ride.
at 2:38 p.m.
The train started from the
now abandoned City Hall station and traveled north up
Lexington Avenue to Grand
Central Station, before turning
west to Times Square and then
scaling the West Side up to
145th Street, where the initial
run of the subway ended. At
that time, the subway system
saw smaller trains and larger
crowds upon its opening and
did a lot to fuel New York
City's growth.
The original line has since
Bleecker street, like many other
changed from the way it was
old stations is characterized by its
originally constructed. As
ceramic signs. It was first reached
years have passed, many staat 2:39 p.m.
tions have been renovated,
with the exception of a few
signs that remain from 1904
and are a legacy of the subway's resilience over the years.
Yet, in many of these stations, signage, artwork and
design has stayed despite
many station expansions, city
fiscal crises, changes in art
work, style and technology.
Since the first trains began
operating that fateful day, the
line has seen closings at City
Hall, Worth, 18th and 91st
Union Square, home to statue of a
streets. There are no visible
major battle in the Civil War was
remnants of the Worth and
first entered at 2:44 p.m.
18th Street stations. What was
the brick building that housed
the 91st Street station is now
home to the Broadway Mall
Community Center, located on
Broadway and 91st streets, in
the island in the middle of
Broadway.
New York City has battled
through numerous financial
crises, graffiti and lack of
funds for transit over the years.
The cost of a ride when the
subway opened was a nickel.
Today it costs $2 and looks to
be on the rise.
28th Street was first entered at
What remains is the work
2:45 p.m.
of numerous artisans: station
signs made of tile, terra cotta
and ceramic markers. Each
gives a station a personality
and is representative of the
area for which it serves. If one
takes a closer look, they will
notice the Beavers on the signage in the Astor Place station,
named for Beaver trader John
Trains at Grand Central Station used to
Jacob Astor. Or at 116th
continue to Times Square and continue
Street-Columbia University,
up the west side line. Today, the origibooks and torches can be seen
nal station is now a shuttle to Times
Square.

as part of the logo atop station
markers.
Another mainstay that still
remains is the kiosk. When
built, each station had a green
cast-iron kiosk that protected
passengers as they walked
down the stairs. Now only two
kiosks remain. One, located at
the Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall
station, serves as an elevator
shaft. The second, located at
Astor Place, houses an escalator.
Some stations have since
been reconfigured. Grand
Central, which used to connect
with Times Square as part of
the continuous line from City
Hall, now has its West Side
access reduced to only a shuttle (or the No. 7 train).
As technology rapidly
moves forward, we never
know what will happen to the
next hundred years under the
streets of New York City. What
we know very well is that the
subways are representative of
far more than history. They
embody the lifeblood of New
York and there is no better
place to look at what the city
evolved from than to peer
underground and look at the
subway system.

At 3:04 p.m.Mayor McClellan
pulled into 145th street inaugurating the first run of the subway

137th Street-City College is
home to the next to last stop, It
was reached at 3:02 p.m.

125th Street is the only elevated
station on the original line, it was
reached at 2:59 o.m.
116th St. is home to Columbia
University. The signs inside the station
are adoned with torches and books

103rd Street was first entered
at 2:57 p.m.

110th Street features large
mosaic signs. It was first
entered at 2:58 p.m.

96th Street is one of the only stations with an underpass below
the tracks. The first train passed
through at 2:56 p.m.

The 91st street closed in 1961. It is now
home to the Broadway Mall Community
Center. The first train entered at 2:55 p.m.

The walls of the 86th Street station are lined
with mosaic “photograph paintings.” The first
train entered at 2:54 p.m.
77th Street, has ornaate tile where
the ceiling meets the wall. The first
train entered at 2:53 p.m.

72nd Street is the first express stop
north of Times Square. It recently
renovated its original kiosk. It was
first reached at 2:52 p.m.

Times Square, while holding many
historic elements, welcomes commuters with flashing neon lights. The original Terra Cotta sign remains at 50th Street. The first
The first train entered at 2:48 p.m. train entered at 2:49 p.m.

59th Street-Columbus Circle is
adorned with boats representing
Christopher Columbus’s journey in
1492. It was first reached at 2:50
p.m.

The above color and black & white
images look at the initial trip in
the history of the New York City
subway system.
66th Street, home to Lincoln Center is
adorned with mosaics of performers and
home to Lincoln Center. It was first entered
at 2:51 p.m.

Design by Aaron Siegel
Photography for The Ticker by Robert
Benimoff and Aaron Siegel

Fall 2004: A Semester in Review
14

This semester we saw the beginning of a new presidential regime. Kathleen Waldron took over the reins of
Baruch College and has brought an air of professionalism
to the post. Her understanding and recognition of student
concerns makes her a positive addition to the College and
we look forward to increased dialogue with the student
body in the near future.
The Undergraduate Student Government has done an
admirable job as well— the government has improved in
its ability to address academic and campus concerns and
has run most of its meetings far more efficiently. Bringing
in James Murphy, Dan Kaufmann and Phyllis Zadra have
increased the channels of communication. In order for the
government to continue its rapid improvement, President
Sime Marnika needs to become a more vocal force in the
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school, and go beyond his office to make change.
This semester saw the Republican National Convention’s
first appearance in New York City, numerous computer
problems across campus, donations to the College totaling
$54 million that will be of benefit to the school for years
to come, Baruch’s budget deficit is decreasing, numerous
students have rallied over the denial of tenure for law
Professor Adam Glassman and Baruch emerged victorious
in the CUNYAC soccer championships.
We don’t know what the Spring 2005 semester will bring,
but being that this is a time for a lot of change at Baruch
College, be assured that The Ticker will be there to cover
it. Have a happy holiday season and a wonderful Winter
break and we look forward to continuing to serve Baruch
College in the spring.

Thank You for the Great Ride

For the past semester, I have had the enormous privilege
of being editor-in-chief of this great paper during what has
arguably been its most dramatic period of change.
Only a few short months ago, a copy of The Ticker in full
color was a vision shared by few, and delivery from the printer on
deadline was a dream. Now, regular as clockwork, getting your
paper in full color on time is a reality.
There is far more to The Ticker than rolling 5,000 copies
of 20 pages off a truck every Monday morning. It is a lifestyle—
disappearing evenings, marathon hours in front of a screen and
Job-like patience when a hardware failure erases hours of layouts.
I am proud of the many changes that have occurred in
the past two and a half years. As editor-in-chief, I switched printers and had The Ticker printed with process color for the first
time in its 72-year history. We punched up the timeliness and news
value of stories, and made sure it was at your escalator while the
facts were still fresh. As news editor, I expanded coverage and
tried to find new angles and news you could use. As sports editor,
I renamed “Bearcat Prowlings.” The section went from near cancellation to capture the excitement of Baruch’s successes on the
athletic field.
The Ticker is about journalism but it is far more. It is
numerous sacrificed weekends and hours in the day, planning,
working and worrying. It is a commitment that is inspired by passion to want to be on top of stories and record history.
I have recorded a ton of it, from Baruch’s great run to the
CUNYAC basketball finals, to an unprecedented USG election
and the school’s budget crisis, to the appointment of a new president to record donations the school received this year. It has been
quite a ride that has taken me further than I ever could have imagined.
For me it has included traveling to news stories as far
north as Westchester and south as City Hall. It has meant covering sporting events in all five boroughs and learning a little bit
more about my city than I did before.
It was about staying in the office as long as late hours
(11:30 p.m.) could take me and then some. It has meant dealing
with subways and railroads at obscure hours, learning what it is
like to walk past Shea Stadium and see 3:48 a.m. on the scoreboard on a Friday morning when the subway is out of commission
or sit on a stuck LIRR train as it sits idle in a tunnel only to return
to Penn Station at 12:50 a.m., knowing that there is more work to
do the next day.
It is about dealing with people, conflicts and disagreements—differences in opinion over a headline, the placement of
an article or what was ordered for dinner. And in the end there
was a job to do, an article to fire out quickly, a section to complete or a whole paper to send out. The greatest satisfaction
comes when the paper arrives and those numerous hours turn into
a product that is the culmination of the group effort.
As credits accumulate rapidly and graduation nears, it is
time to pass The Ticker on to new leadership to take the paper and
continue recording the history of Baruch College, now and into
the future. Now it is time to pass The Ticker on to a new leader.
Former news Editor and copy Chief Jennifer Blecher will take
over the role of editor-in-chief in the spring. Her scholarly manner and ability to fearlessly question current convention shows
her immense zeal as a journalist in search for improvement and

curiosity as a person—making her well worthy of the torch.
I would like to thank the numerous people who helped
make this all possible.
The staff and administration have supported me over
this run, especially this past semester. Carl Aylman, thank you for
all of your help, especially allowing me into the office long before
sunrise to ensure that the paper met its stretched deadline, no
matter the circumstance. To Debbie Bick-Duggan, thank you for
your insight on the day-to-day operations of the college. To Traci
Espinet-Marquez, thank you for your invaluable technical help
that can make an immeasurable difference at deadline. To Luz
Rodriguez, thank you for all of your help involving the logistics of
ensuring that The Ticker can operate. And to Pam Mitchell in the
Accounting Unit, thank you for ensuring that all necessary paperwork is filled out and bills are paid.
Also thank you to Ronald Aaron, Carl Kirschner, Samuel
Johnson, John Neves and Lem for their help and guidance.
To Professor Charles Riley in the English Department,
thank you for all words of encouragement that have inspired
excellence.
To Henry McLaughlin and the entire security staff, thank
you for the immeasurable understanding that you have showed my
staff as we strive to complete our jobs—all of the help was greatly appreciated.
I would like to thank the Editors-in-Chief whom I worked
under over the past two years who have passed on their leadership abilities that have guided me this semester.
To Michael Ferrarella, thank you for keeping the sports
section and for allowing me to become part of The Ticker editorial board two years ago. Many of the things that you put into
place set the groundwork for The Ticker as it is today.
To Marcia Barran, The Ticker improved immeasurably
under your leadership last year. Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to lead The Ticker this semester. It was a pleasure to
work under you.
To my wonderful and hard working staff: Ayesha, Shanti,
Rob, Jennifer, Phil, Chi Ho, Winnifred, Harbani, Zaneta, Leo and
Charlie—thank you for all of your hard work and dedication to
your roles this past semester. It has been an honor to work with
each and every one of you.
I wish you all the best of luck in all of your future
endeavors at Baruch, both academic or Ticker related.
I will never forget these years and especially this semester; but I will hold on closely to my heart my numerous experiences (sometimes quite trying) that have shaped me as a person
and taught me more than you can learn from any course.
Finally, I want to thank the institution of The Ticker
itself, a paper that has preceded Baruch College in history. Since
it served the City College of New York’s Downtown Campus, it has
been a resilient institution in the East 20s. I look forward to seeing it continue to thrive in the future. It has been an honor to
serve. Thank you for the great ride.
Best Regards,
Aaron Siegel
Editor-in-Chief

Quote of the Week:
"We are very understaffed."
Phyllis Zadra, the associate dean of the Zicklin school, at the USG meeting
last week, in a discussion about registration problems.
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The annual Baruch scaffolding maze

Micro-Society, macro-society, the
Force and America
JOHANN VALVERDE

CARTOON BY HELEN CHU

Strive to be better
DAN MARCHIONE

It is not in my nature to praise people
like Donald Trump and Richard Branson,
but after a recent even I have no other
choice but to. These are two men that
make billions of dollars a year for their
business deals. Men who hold the lives of
thousands upon thousands of employees in
the palms of their hands. Despite all that
they still have chosen to do something
good with their celebrity. They have taken
the television shows given to them and
used it to make the lives of simple everyday people better. However, the problem
that develops is when ordinary people are
given extraordinary amounts of money, not
everyone is equipped to handle that type of
pressure.
I speak, of course, of Queensbridge’s
finest Ron Artest. Here is a poor tortured
soul getting paid millions upon millions of
dollars to play a child’s game. All that his
job entails is putting a ball in a basket,
tough work. In return for this “hard” labor
Artest gets paid more than most world
leaders. So we should all feel terrible for
this man who grew up with nothing and
now can buy anything and everything he
has ever dreamt about.
But of course this isn’t enough for poor
Mr. Artest. He has ventured away from the
sport of basketball to pursue his dream of
being a musician. That is perfectly within
his right to do so. However, the moment it
interferes with his occupation that is where
the problem develops. Greed is a serious
problem and should be dealt with accordingly, therefore if he had asked me to take
time off from his million-dollar job to pursue a hobby he would have been fired.
Unfortunately, Artest has another problem besides his obvious conflict of interest
with careers. He cannot control his anger.
In the past he has lead the league in personal fouls, technical fouls, ejections, and
fines levied. Not the signs of someone in
control of their emotions. So when some
“fan” (and I’ll get to him in a second)
decides it’s a great idea to throw a plastic
cup at this obviously unstable character,

Artest flipped. After entering the stands a
mini riot developed based on the actions of
two obviously stupid people. Nothing
makes me feel better than watching overpaid, over hyped athletes beating up drunk
fans in a public arena. It just goes to prove
my point that people, as a whole, are stupid.
While professional athletes should
know better, I can sympathize with the fact
that they have to hear some of the worst
things yelled at them on a nightly basis.
They are attacked based on race, religion,
and any other distinction people can find.
However, they are heavily compensated to
take this verbal abuse, but once it gets
physical everyone is fair game. Insults
with words can easily be ignored, but when
someone is getting physically accosted a
reaction like Artest’s must be expected
from even the sanest players.
However, it is the fans that I have a serious problem with in this situation. People
say that beer can alter your judgment. That
is a fine comment except if you believe
that provoking a two hundred and twenty
pound man will turn out well for you then
maybe you have drank too much. These
are the same character of people who were
in Yankee Stadium during this years playoffs and threw baseballs on the field after a
questionable call. That shows real class.
Just because you bought a ticket doesn’t
give you the free right to act like an animal. Civility and decency should not be
left out of an arena. Cheering and jeering
players (within reason) is part of the game
and makes it more enjoyable. However, by
making it personal or getting physical is
unacceptable. Every person involved in
the situation from players, fans, and security personnel should be completely
ashamed of themselves. I always believed
that when I went to zoos that the fences
and cages were for the people’s protection
from the animals. Yet, I now realize these
protection measures are actually to keep
the animals safe from the humans.

In a Macro-Society: At the Oval Office the
plutocracy is continuously diminishing moral
understanding of integrity as Countess Rice,
Darth Cheney and Lord Bush regroup their
brute allies.
In a Micro-Society: The force breaks apart at
5-150 in opposing sides. The light side
embraced by us with dynamo professors and
unlimited high quality lectures. The Dark Side
championed by myopic policies, inefficiencies
and gypsy politics.
Episode I tells us about Countess Rice being
assigned as National Security Adviser to protect
us before 9/11. But she didn’t. Then she was
supposed to protect us after 9/11. She did not
–again. I wonder, was she reading PowerPoint
slides in her Foreign Policy classes? Was she
PowerPoint poisoned?
In the Center: As the dark forces in the West
Wing regrouped, the future Jedi Knights in the
VC have their own battle to survive. The Pell
Grant for students woes. The Bush Empire of
anti-intellectual bravados has struck again.
They have cut the Pell program by $300 million, affecting 1.2 million low-income working
students. Perhaps the Empire doesn’t want lowincome students in college but somewhere else.
The Force: In the favorite-unfavorite cosmos
of RateMyProfessor.com we evaluate and
choose. Thence, our biggest steps are getting at
5-150 through prerequisite classes. Here, is
where we shape destiny next to. Our emblem in
Baruch is integrity. We strive vigorously for
excellence. This is the Baruchians’ companion
through journeys in the confederation of the
impossible, guided by many of our boldest professors who forever will be remembered.
The Power of the Force: They are maestros.
They are ambassadors of unlimited and avuncular quality. Those bold eagles that soar above
all. They sense fear, and those with superhuman
qualities will not only edify with their eminence, but also inspire 400 students through belligerent improvisation along with today’s news.
These professors vetted, Baruchians, as truepotential professionals, leaders, and researchers:
prodigious assets. For them we are the ad hoc
source of hope and fruitful welfare of this country. Suitably, I encountered Eco Master ObiWan T. Joyce who instructed me and other 300
or so Jedi Knights to manipulate supply,
demand, marginal cost and the driving forces of
the market that collide in equilibrium. These
American icons coach us to be ready for harder
tasks as econometrics, finance or real life –The
Darker Forcers.
These Masters derived strength from their

vocation and quality of gravitas. Hence, please
meet Madame Professor Judith Broadwin, who
exorcised the depression from calculus. She will
be at class 40 minutes before to decipher problems and will stay after if you need a tune-up
with your understanding. She will provide an
arsenal to make you feel part of the Republic of
Mathematicians.
In a Macro-Society: Fear attracts the fearful,
the weak. Fear is Bush’s ally. At last, it was
revealed; a new appointed Vader. Darth A.
Gonzales U.S. Attorney General. The circle has
been completed to battle for middle ground and
the Dark Forces are strong as ever. A
Republican House of Representatives, a majority in the Senate and finally the Oval Office
reigned by Darth Bush.
In a Micro-Society: Baruchian Knights are
regrouping. There is a need to fight back the
unfairness of lawmakers taking money from the
needy, working student. More than 100,000 students will lose their Pell Grant.
In a Macro-Society: “Fear leads to anger,
anger leads to hate – hate leads to suffering.
Darth A. Gonzalez as U.S. Attorney General can
serve his master finally: “Master Darth Bush,
you want to walk all over the Constitution and
violate the Bill of Rights?” “No hay problema,
jefe!” (no problem, boss!)
In a Micro Society: We Baruchian Knights
will forever be grateful for those professors who
took the time, and cared; had the endurance and
patience. You are our Jedi Masters, too big, too
savvy, and too lucrative for your time.
It is for the insight and wisdom that we
Baruchian Knights salute you!
In Micro/Macro America: Another semester
is about to come to a close. Our brothers and sisters are fighting a surreptitious war in the name
of democracy. In the same vein, we have a second year honors MBA student, and other neocons that think Bushies and his allies are swell.
(Grab a non-American newspaper.) There is a
weakling dollar allowing more imports of
goods, which we can afford through a huge
increasing debt. Also, in the Oval Office furniture is getting rearranged since after Countess
Rice got everything wrong, including the
weapons of mass destruction report, and protecting us from terrorist attacks. An arrangement has been signed (just like our tenured
PowerPoint-reading professors are getting one
more year of work). Countess Rice in Episode II
is getting a bigger office in the West Wing.
Indeed, she is getting promoted. May the Force
be with us.

Friday night fiasco
ADAM DAYAN

In a Friday night fiasco, a battle between
the Indiana Pacers and the Detroit Pistons
was winding down when an altercation
erupted, involving the two teams and the
fans in attendance. The commissioner of the
league, David Stern, acted quickly to punish
the culprits but has responded with somewhat of a one-sided statement, hardly
addressing the blameworthiness of fans. Are
they not to blame?
At The Palace of Auburn Hills, home to
the Detroit Pistons, Detroit’s Ben Wallace
was driving toward the basket for an
attempted dunk and was met by Ron Artest
of the Pacers, well known for his aggressive
style of play. Wallace read more into the foul
than a pure defensive effort to stop a score
and made his sentiments known by forcefully shoving Artest in the area of the jugular.
Artest, for the most part, restrained himself,
took a rest on the table, but was infuriated
upon being hit with a beer container thrown
by a fan from the stands. Artest, lunging
from his position, charged after the fan he
thought was responsible, and began raining
blows upon the motionless ticket holder.
The scene was ugly. Professional athletes
had lost their composure and had given in to
slander and taunting from the crowd. A single straw had broken the camel’s back and
the camel was getting mad and getting even.

Of course, the league reacted, suspending
those involved – first indefinitely and then
for periods of 6 games, 30 games, and the
remainder of the season, according to who
did what, Artest being the one sidelined for
the season.
But what about the fans? What part of
their tickets indicates they have a right to
harrass the players? Fans are spectators –
their job is to observe and enjoy, not to
become embroiled with inappropriate antics.
At no point should they be hurling beer containers and other materials toward players or
onto the court. Over the last few years, there
has been a shift in the personality of those in
attendance. Fans are no longer content with
being entertained but feel obligated to have
some influence on the game. They want
instant gratification and become rowdy, hostile, and (lately) violent if players do not
perform how they demand.
While the league is obviously addressing
the lack of professionalism and the loss of
control on the part of the players, it equally
needs to address the matter of unruly fans
and to convey a message of zero tolerance
for disrespect to the game or the players.
Friday night’s event was a disgrace. The
players are being suspended. The league
needs to consider how it will reprimand the
fans.

The opinions expressed on the Op-Ed pages are those of the individual writers, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Ticker editorial staff. The Ticker accepts typewritten or e-mailed opinion pieces from Baruch College
students. Please note that all pieces must be signed. Unsigned pieces will not be published. However, when appropriate, names will be withheld upon request. Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board vote.
Writers should provide day and evening telephone numbers, as well as an e-mail address if possible. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity. Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Ed editor.
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Respect the voice
SAAD BUTT

Thank you “Anonymous,” for writing the article “Reform People, Not Islam.” (Oct. 18, 2004).
You made some valid points. But I do not agree
with your main ideas. The Movie “Submission”
presents one Muslim woman’s opinions and no
matter how unusual it is, we ought to respect them.
What is sacred for one person may not be sacred
for another; therefore I see why some people
would have a problem with Hirisi Ali’s point of
view. But Ali is a victim of female genital cutting
and is therefore ultra-sensitive about violence
toward women. On the issue of violence against
women, Imams often say one thing and the moderate Muslims say another.
In Ali’s opinion, Islam is an unequal religion
that mistreats women, orders them to submit to
men and often gives men free reign to do what
they wish. Therefore, she believes that Islam
needs to be reformed. The verses shown on
women’s bodies, in the movie, are directly taken
from Quran. Thus, they are part of the religion and
I don’t see how, even with this usage, Ali is misinterpreting Islam. Since many Muslims shudder to
think like Ali, no wonder they might be annoyed,
but it’s a human being’s opinion and deserves
respect.
To the contrary, I think Ali has highlighted the
suffering of African Muslim women and has
raised her voice against female genital cutting and
abuse. I recall she, herself, is a victim of this
immoral practice which at times has made her life
miserable. I have read that a victim of such an act
usually cannot enjoy sex and it makes sexual life
almost non-existent. I agree with you, the Quran
does not condone female genital cutting, but by
highlighting this odd, savage practice, she is doing
a good deed for many female Muslims. Older
women usually carry out this practice with a blade.

Furthermore, not many people term female genital
cutting as circumcision, instead it is simply
referred to as female genital cutting. I agree this
practice is more cultural than it is religious and
hopefully through Ali’s efforts this heinous practice comes to a halt.
Rather than maligning Ali, a moderate Muslim
who has the courage to raise such important
issues, why not commend her? Furthermore, it
helps Muslims at large because apart from fanaticism they don’t have another, clear image. She
also believes Islam encourages inequality among
men and women. Like other religions, Islam, she
believes, has different rules for men and women,
which makes it inherently unequal, as equality
wouldn’t necessitate different rules. Certainly
women suffer when it’s a matter of property inheritance or marital relationships. In terms of inheritance, in Islamic law women get one-half of what
men get, women are not allowed to divorce but
men are. Let the reader be the judge.
Recently some imams have condoned violence
against women. For example an article in the BBC
(news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/3645145.stm)
shows one imam who advocates wife beating. In
your article you stated, “Islam does not advocate
any type of violent behavior.” Do I think all imams
condone violence against women? No. However,
when imams disagree, it is hard for laypeople like
myself to distinguish who is representing the true
Islam and who is not. You say one thing, but in
mosques some imams say another.
We must respect each other’s opinions because
it’s what democratic values teach us. It’s what
freedom of expression is all about. Although we
may not agree with dissenting opinions, we have
to be tolerant. If people are not allowed to express
different opinions we, as a society, are in trouble.

Another religion class perhaps?
AYESHA AJAZ

Normally my ethics would not allow me to
use my privilege as editor to print a prompt
response to an article that irritates me. Butt’s
contribution however, has incited me into
using this last opportunity to clarify any misconceptions this article might and probably
will disseminate to the readers. Butt responded to an earlier opinion piece (Reform People,
Not Islam by Anonymous) and actually complicated a very simple issue. I am amused that
somebody who thought he knew enough
about this particular religion to write a
response would in fact know so little.
Take for instance Butt’s opinion that
Quranic verses taken out of context cannot be
misinterpreted. FYI: Take the verse that is
misused the most by so-called Muslims “If
you experience rebellion from the women
then you may beat them.” The given verse is
‘taken out of context’ and the entire verse is in
fact “As to those women on whose part ye
fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish
them (first), (next), refuse to share their beds,
(And last) beat them; but if they return to obedience, seek not against them means (of
annoyance): For Allah is Most High, great
(above you all).”
Breaking it down: First TALK to her, if
she doesn’t listen, DON’T SLEEP with her.
Any sane man who follows these instructions
would never have to resort to beating his wife
to begin with. The above instructions would
take at least a day and night; wouldn’t anyone
in rage calm down in that period? Maybe
even rethink the cause of the wife’s attitude?
Abuse only happens when a man does not follow these instructions and fails to cool off his
temper — which additionally is declared
haraam (forbidden) in Islam. Moreover, the
desertion mentioned is more often interpreted
as disobeying Islamic laws and not because
they spent too much on new clothes. Most
women in the world probably do not enjoy the
protection this verse provides to Muslim
women. Men overwhelmed by their uncontrolled rage unjustly abuse them over trivial
matters. This is ample evidence to prove to
you, Saad, that Quranic verses CAN be and
always WILL be taken out of context and
misused to propagate hatred toward a religion
governed considerably by natural laws.
Take for instance Butt’s argument that
women can only inherit half of what men can
inherit. Before the readers can form any judgments about Islam as Butt so candidly asks
them to do, let me ask the readers to first
recall any other religious scripture that even

ALLOWS women to inherit ANYTHING to
begin with! Additionally, this is a common
misconception even among Muslims. The
Quran gives complete freedom to parents to
leave as much to their children as they see fit
— even if that means giving the daughters
double the amount of what they leave to their
sons. The instructions in the Quran implying
half of the inheritance to women as that to
men is only in the case when a will is NOT
left.
Also allow me to clarify that women in
Islam are not as destitute as Butt makes it
sound. They can indeed file for divorce. The
only difference between a man giving a
divorce and a women taking it, are the different Arabic terms. The former is called talaaq
and the later khula — the woman is asked to
give up the dowry she received at her marriage to the man and is not condemned anywhere in the Quran. Instead, we find in the
same chapter of Quran “If a wife fears cruelty or desertion on her husband’s part, there is
no blame on them if they arrange an amicable
settlement between themselves; and such settlement is best; even though men’s souls are
swayed by greed. But if ye do good and practice self-restraint, God is well-acquainted
with all that ye do.” (The Noble Quran,
4:128) This chapter, by the way, is called
“Women” and is dedicated entirely to womankind.
Now, would I, if it were up to me, allow
the readers to make a judgment with reference
to the evidence provided. And when Imams
disagree, that’s where your education comes
into play and how YOU as an educated
Muslim should sift the wheat from the chaff.
Lastly, the genital cutting that compelled
Ali to renounce her religion is based on a fallacy. Nowhere in the Quran, sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad, or any recorded history
of Islam is there any evidence of genital cutting among women. This is a practice that
predated Islam and is now only found in tribal African cultures and some Christian settlements. I actually found several websites that
claimed that this is a practice supported by
Quran, but they conveniently failed to provide any factual support from the text. Let me
tell you why: ‘cuz there ain’t any! Get it? If
Ali had done a little more research she might
have figured out that she needs to target only
her culture rather than dragging Islam into it.
As for you brother, you need to take a couple more Friday school classes before you
write another religion-oriented article.

Stereotyping music
NICOLE LEE

The American Heritage Dictionary defines
a genre as “a category of artistic composition,
as in music or literature, marked by a distinctive style, form, or content.” I’ve always wondered why we categorize music into genres.
Certainly each artist or musician has a particular sound or style that is definitive and unique.
One would be mistaken if they said bluegrass
was the same as country even if they have a
similar sound, and the same goes for rap and
R&B. Do we therefore categorize music
because certain people tend to make music that
sounds the same? Or do genres make it easier
to point out the differences between two musicians? This begs the question: can an artist
have a unique sound in a specific genre and still
explore different styles of music?
There have been numerous collaborations
between artists of differing genres to the point
where differences have disappeared and the
result is a perfect and brilliant piece of music.
So why do we have music genres? What is
music? The last time I checked it was a form of
creative expression. Why must we categorize
music and separate the sounds of creativity?
Doesn’t that limit musicians and artists from
experimenting with different sounds comfortably? I think it does. Look at Shania Twain and
Faith Hill, who were criticized from straying
too far from their ‘country roots’ when they
released ‘crossover albums’ that had more of a
pop/rock sound to them. Or look at Irish band
The Corrs, who are often criticized for straying
too far from their ‘traditional Irish roots.’
Who’s to say what a musician can or cannot
do? I wonder if another Irish band, U2, would
be criticized for ‘straying’ from their respective
roots if they decided to shift over to gospel
music. Or that if Josh Groban decided punk
rock was the direction he wanted to go in,
would that warrant criticism? Genres seem to
limit musicians and constrain their creative
abilities.
What I want to know is, who’s to say what
direction an artist can or cannot go in? I don’t

believe collaborations between artists of different genres have been criticized. So why is it
that if an artist generates an entirely new and
different sound, he/she gets criticized? Listen
to Faith Hill’s song “One,” and you will definitely not hear the typical country sound she is
used to singing. What about Hill’s husband,
another country star, Tim McGraw? He recently teamed up with rapper Nelly on the song
“Over and Over.” Yet Faith Hill was criticized
for not being country enough and I don’t
believe anyone has criticized either McGraw or
Nelly for their collaboration. Are these so different? Isn’t Tim McGraw straying from his
roots in teaming up with someone from an
entirely different genre? When Sheryl Crow
released her song, “The First Cut Is The
Deepest,” she was praised by country critics for
returning to her country roots. What exactly
does this mean? Does whatever genre an artist
start out from label and restrict that genre as the
artist’s background? Apparently it does.
It’s understandable that having music genres makes it easier to tell someone what kind of
music you listen to. It’s also easier for the poor
music store people to stock their shelves if they
have specific categories to work with. What is
confusing and perhaps inexcusable is why genres allow critics to limit artists from trying different types of music. A select few, Shania
Twain, Faith Hill and even Ray Charles, have
ventured to follow their creative inspiration
despite the inevitable criticism and at the risk
of their careers. They’ve crossed over different
genres, created excellent pieces of music and
garnered worldwide success. For them, the risk
paid off. However, many artists are too afraid
of putting their careers in jeopardy for the sake
of their music. Perhaps this would not be so if
the critics were not so harsh on artists that
stepped out of their respective roots. Music
genres should limit their powers to organizing
music store shelves and not hindering the creative juices from flowing in artists’ veins.

Rising textbook costs
DANIEL YOUNG

It feels like the subject of high prices for textbooks comes up at least once a semester in this
paper but I feel that the issue should be addressed
until the prices come down or a reasonable alternative is found.
The issue of the high prices for textbooks is
very similar to the one faced by the music industry.
Once CDs reached a certain price (around $18) and
the technology for quick and easy copying was
ubiquitous, the explosion of file sharing via
Napster, Kazaa, etc. was under way. Why?
Because the content wasn’t worth the price, CDs
costing $18 only contained one or two good songs
and people didn’t think it was a good value to purchase an entire CD for just one or two songs.
In the same way, I have seen the cost of textbooks go up over my four years here at Baruch and
more and more people are photocopying entire
textbooks or at least the chapters that are being read
in class. Why? Because the cost isn’t worth the
price of a textbook. To spend hundreds and hundreds of dollars for books that are going to be used
for a few weeks doesn’t make financial sense.
As per Baruch requirements, I am taking a science class. While I appreciate the well-rounded
Liberal Arts education that I am receiving, I do not
appreciate the incredibly high cost of the textbook,
“Chemistry for Changing Times”. The syllabus
requires us to purchase the absolutely latest version. I’ve tried searching the ‘net, browsing local
stores, Shakespeare and Barnes and Noble and of
course the Baruch bookstore. They all had the
book, but the cost was similar with prices ranging
from $95 - $100.
Are you kidding me? $100 for a textbook? I
am taking Chemistry 1001, not “rocket science.”
I’m not sure, but I think that the chemical compound for salt hasn’t changed much over the past
100 years. So, why the new edition? Does water
have a new formula that is different from last
year’s? After some checking, I found that no; water
has pretty much had the same formula for millions
of years.
It seems like a new edition of a textbook for
introductory courses are a way for textbook publishers and bookstores to wring some more money
out of the student’s pockets. The administration of
the school is also to blame for this. While they do
not set the prices, it doesn’t seem as if they feel like

the cost of the book is a problem for cash-starved
students. Essentially by selecting the latest and
greatest textbook with a fancy cover and a CD
(who actually uses the CD anyway?), they are
complicit in the robbery of their own students.
With the disclaimer that I am no expert on textbook sales or education, my solutions to the issue
seem pretty straightforward.
One way to reduce the cost of a textbook would
be similar to what Apple and others have done with
music. Have portions of books to be downloadable
from a website for a small fee. Students could then
download each chapter as necessary and pay for
only the chapters that they need. Ideally, these
chapters would be in both PDF format for printing
and a format that could be read via a handheld
application. Reading a textbook on the subway is
difficult; reading a textbook that is on my Palm
Pilot would be easy. Currently students pay a huge
fee for a textbook even if only half of the chapters
are used.
Another way to do lower costs would be to create new content from “scratch” that is specific to
the Baruch curriculum. Like I said, at least for
Chemistry 1001 and for that matter Physics 1001,
things haven’t changed since the beginning of time,
so it should be relatively easy to create notes and
sample quizzes from sources freely available on
the internet and the faculty’s notes. This content
could be put on a department’s website and students could download it for a professor’s assignment.
What was my solution to the high cost of the
textbook? I bought an International Edition (IE) of
the exact same textbook. As far as I can tell there
are three differences between the U.S. version and
the International version of the textbook. One, the
IE is paperback, which makes it lighter. Two, it
doesn’t come with a CD, but I never use the CD
anyway. Finally, the International Edition is $25
cheaper. While I haven’t found a way to find free
textbooks, at least I have the satisfaction of not giving all of my money to a scam that is getting bigger by the year.
I would be interested in hearing your ideas.
Contact me at demersony@yahoo.com and maybe
we’ll come up with something that is good for all
parties involved.
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Turn off Fox News, please!
MOATAZ BHATTI

This is in response to Hank Sheller’s remarkably
ignorant, illogical, misinformed, and downright idiotic excuse for an op-ed “The world doesn’t hate us, and
there’s hope for Iraq.” (Nov.22). The title alone
should be enough to foreshadow the dim-witted
insights to follow. Sheller makes three arguments to
prove his point, but sadly, like the rest of the article,
they are absolute nonsense. These arguments are:
Most countries, especially those in the “Coalition
of willing” don’t hate us even with the Iraq blunde;
immigration to America continues to be high so people coming here don’t despise us; US exports are up
which somehow indicates the world loves us.
Let’s take a look at these three arguments. Sheller
writes: “…other countries that lent some form of support for the U.S. war in Iraq probably don’t hate us
either. They include Italy, Japan, South Korea,
Denmark, Netherlands, and about 35 others.” Let me
provide you with some facts. In a poll taken by
Globescan and the University of Maryland’s Program
on International Policy Attitudes, 30 out of the 35
countries voted overwhelmingly that a new regime
was needed in the US (the poll was taken before the
US elections).
I quote the findings of the poll: “Interestingly,
among countries that have contributed troops to the
operation in Iraq, pluralities or majorities favored
Kerry and said that their view of the US has gotten
worse under Bush’s foreign policy.” In some of the
countries you specifically mention, the following
numbers represent the percentage of people whose
views about the US had gotten worse under Bush’s
foreign policy:
Italy: 66 percent said their view had worsened
Japan: 52 percent worse vs. 9 percent better
England: 64 percent worsened
Netherlands: 70 percent had worsened
On the average, the poll found that 46 percent of
the people questioned preferred Kerry against 26 percent for Bush. Polls aside, what about the numerous
demonstrations, protests, and rallies held around the
world against us? Don’t those images just fill you with
a warm, fuzzy feeling from all the love garnered upon
us?
Your arguments that India doesn’t hate us because
the Indian PM called Bush after his election victory,
and that the French seem to have melted the cold relations between us and France because Barnier sent a
“conciliatory ‘Letter to America’ are both dumb misjudgments of the highest scale. It doesn’t take an idiot
to know that sending a cordial gesture to the American
president makes common sense politically and economically. Just because two heads of state have a conversation doesn’t say anything about the billion people in the country liking or hating us.
Barnier’s letter also doesn’t show any French love
toward us (81percent of people in France that were
polled in the above mentioned poll said they had a
negative view on the United States because of our for-

To the Hurricane Man

Dear Hurricane Man,
I will abstain from stooping to the low depths
of insult with which your response is riddled.
Instead, let me address a few key points about my
Op-ED piece that I hope will absolve all confusion
on your part.
My Op-ED piece was not ridiculing the relief
effort for the victims of those unfortunate events
that have affected Florida and the Caribbean this
past September. I myself have relatives in Florida
and my family and I have been involved in helping those afflicted by the disaster. My “gripe,” as
you so affectionately dubbed it, was with the disrespectful manner through which you were
attempting to collect the money.
Granted, according to you, your “Operation
Shake the Bottle” did bring in the sum of $110, but
did it not perhaps cross your mind that “self centered and ignorant” people like myself (I being
among the worst you have ever met, notwithstanding the fact that you have never met me)
might have contributed more to the relief fund had
they not felt harassed and badgered? After all,
don’t your efforts depend on those countless members of society who, according to you, live in their
own “irrelevant little worlds,” to help you in your
cause?
If you had not noticed, my piece was not only
about the relief fund but spoke to all of the different annoyances that people encounter every day.
The ones enumerated were mine and the piece
itself was intended to have a comic overtone.
I also did not “profess” anything that was not

eign policy); it just shows that the French government,
quite logically, would like to be on the right side of the
strongest power this side of the solar system for the
next 4 years (again this makes sense on several fronts,
especially political and economical).
Sheller divides his “certain individuals and groups
of individuals in certain countries” that hate us into:
“families of innocent civilians killed in Iraq”; “countless visa rejects”; and the remaining 2 members of the
“Axis of Evil.” Are these all the reasons you were
able to come up with? What happened to the people
that hate us because of our arrogant and illegal invasion of Iraq; of the millions massacred because of
wars we have been involved in for no real reason; of
the millions negatively effected because of our power
and money hungry globalizing corporations that
wreak havoc on foreign cultures; of the ignorance of
a huge part of our population; of the CIA run coups
and assassinations. This is by no means a complete
list and I will be the first to admit that there are many,
many other deeper reasons that history can show us.
I’ll have to cut my criticism of your next two reasons (immigration and exports) short because I’m
running out of space. The immigration point is more
valid than your others (though that doesn’t really say
very much); after all, if people are coming to America,
that must mean they like us, right? Well kind of, but
not really. People, for the most part, come to America
to enjoy the prosperity, the education, and the overall
opportunities and freedoms (Patriot Act aside).
Perhaps that does show that they like America
because of its core values but it also shows they come
here for personal reasons and not strictly because of
some love/hate relation with America. Thus,
increased immigration doesn’t say very much about
the world liking us.
Your third point, that people don’t hate America
since they’ve bought U.S. made items, U.S.
Treasuries, and U.S. stocks is so absurd that it made
me laugh and fume simultaneously at the stupidity of
it all. When foreign investors invest money in a market, they don’t do so to “…subsidize its war on terror,”
they do it because that specific market will offer them
the best return on investment; not very hard to understand is it? U.S. stocks are not a bad buy either, especially on a rebounding economy. Again, this says
nothing about foreigners liking or hating us; investors
don’t take foreign policy into consideration (unless
they know it will effect their particular investment)
when they put money into a given country.
Let me say it incase you haven’t already got the
point: the world does NOT like us as Hank Sheller
thinks. Mr. Sheller, I suggest you switch off Fox
News, stop reading the New York Post, stop believing
every word out of Dan Bartlett’s mouth, and for the
first time in your life, think.
Don’t worry about my criticism, Hank; in your
happy self-made world, this didn’t even happen,
right?

true. If you had read my piece carefully, it began
with “It’s Tuesday” – I was well aware that you
were not there every day but only on Tuesdays and
Thursdays during club hours.
One thing on which you are correct, I did
notice, or rather hear, the Girl Scouts selling cookies in the VC during club hours and it did bring
back flashbacks of you (no, I was not the one who
called and complained about the level of noise
they were making – but perhaps this person too
also lives in an “irrelevant little world” and is
“ignorant” and “self-centered”). It brought back
flashbacks of many of the inconsiderate people
who have so often crossed my path.
We all have 16 papers and 45 reading assignments this semester, and many of us go to school
and work and volunteer our time. Those who volunteer, and I speak only for myself and a handful
of friends, are usually humbled by the experience
of helping others. If all you remember of this experience are blisters, sore muscles, and my Op-ED
piece, I am truly sorry for you friend.
Lastly, my Op-ED piece is not “questionable”
just because you do not happen to agree with it. I
am exercising my right of free speech and my
right as a Baruch student to voice my opinion. You
are exercising your right to stand in the VC and
collect money for a cause any way you choose.
Just remember, that to accomplish a goal or to get
anywhere in life, you must respect others first.
OLGA PESTER
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Sports = sex + violence
SHAMIEKAH BENNETT

Ever since Justin Timberlake exposed Janet
Jackson’s nipple to millions of viewers on that faithful Super Bowl night in February, sports and scandal
has become a hot topic in the daily fodder of
American news. For instance, take the supposedly
steamy Monday Night Football promo featuring the
Philadelphia Eagles’ own Terrell Owens and popular
“Desperate Housewives” actress Nicollette Sheridan.
To recap, in the ad Sheridan, wearing only a towel
and a seductive smile in the Eagles’ locker room,
entices Owens to skip the game for her by taking her
towel off and appearing in front of him naked (actually, the footage just shows her back). Owens, after
some hesitation, quickly obliges at the sight of her
clothes-less self and she quickly jumps into his arms,
while two other members of ABC’s hit series watch
through television. This Federal Communications
Commission infuriating piece put ABC and the NFL
in hot water, leading to a public apology by its
promo’s star, Owens, NFL commissions, and the network itself.
Then came the recent fiasco also know as the people vs. Ron Artest and the NBA. Apparently, the
mêlée started during the last two minutes of the
Detroit Pistons – Indiana Pacers game when the
Pistons’Ben Wallace forcedly shoved one of the players from the Pacers after a harsh foul. Soon after, fans
started to come down to the playing floor to join in on
the action – one attendee even had the courage to step
to Artest, getting himself more into the game than he
probably had planned. To make a long story short,
chairs and beer cans were thrown, fans were hurt, children were crying and six of the players that had main
parts in the fight were either suspended for the season
(Artest), cut off from about six games without pay,
and fined an innumerable fee.
While all of these events were indeed pointless
and could have been prevented, people should stop
acting all shocked and surprised about the “horrible
things” that have happened in the world of sports.
Any true sports fanatic usually watches these games
for this type of excitement. They feed off from the
rush they get from seeing players coming to blows
with one of another. And if they don’t get to see that,
then they try to install these rampant emotions to the
athletes by either calling them out their names and
threatening physical harm just to see a free boxing or
shouting match.
As for sex not having a place in sports (re: Ms.
Jackson and Ms. Sheridan, if you’re nasty!), name
one die-hard sports fan whose erectile doesn’t “dysfunct” when he is watching pretty, suggestivelydressed cheerleaders bounce up and down shouting
cheers or when watching the pigskin reach its touchdown.
Whether you’re a sports fan or not, you must
agree that sports in general are the most sexually
charged and violence-induced activities ever, from
hockey on down to even golf. Where else can you get

a rush seeing players try to knock each others’ teeth
out to win points or paying particular attention to the
dance routines of the “Laker Girls” or the Dallas
Cowboy Cheerleaders? It doesn’t end at the professional level; take a look at the little league teams and
high school sports of today. Notice how the mother of
a star soccer player is ready to come to blows with the
referee for having her son/daughter fouled out. How
about the father violently screaming at his son for
missing the touchdown during one of the most important games of the season? Or how most adolescent
men in small towns can get away either with rape,
robbery and murder if they’re the star athlete? If
movies like “Friday Night Lights,” “Varsity Blues,”
and “He Got Game” are any indication, parents and
other family members are actually gearing their children up to become the Artest, Wayne Gretsky, or
Terrell Owens of today.
Why are we making such a fuss about all of this,
you ask? Well, one theory is that most of the incidents
involve African-Americans. It is widely known in the
black community that many black athletes are often
hit hardest by scandals like these due to their fame,
fortune, and skin color. This issue may be a little hard
to swallow, but think about this: would the crime and
punishment be any different if, let’s say, Britney
Spears was up there with Justin instead of Janet?
Would there be any punishment (or crime) at all?
What if one of the white players on the Eagles was in
the locker room with Ms. Sheridan instead? Would
there be cause for concern? And even though it was
wrong for Artest to start fighting with the crowd without knowing who threw the can at him first, who’s to
say that that one white man who went up to him for a
fight was justified? Shouldn’t he get a fine for his stupidity?
Another theory is that right wingers are trying to
reenforce the lie that they care for our “moral concerns” by sending vicious watchdogs like Michael
Powel, chairman of the FCC, to take down these “horrible acts” on television. Powell will ban or fine anything that suggests sexuality, explicit language or
extensive violence on “family-friendly” network television, yet shows like Sheridan’s “Desperate
Housewives” are still on the air and getting high ratings, especially with young people under 17 years old.
And if all of this footage is so brutal, “immoral” or
“unhealthy for children,” then why is the media showing it a million times a day, especially during “childfriendly” hours in the morning and early evening?
Sports are nothing but pure entertainment for
those who enjoy it. The athletes and the entertainers
involved are only giving what they feel the public
might want (well, maybe except for the fighting).
And we shouldn’t be putting these athletes up on
apedestal, then getting disappointed when they are
doing something “immoral”; they are no more human
than we are. If you don’t like what you see, then turn
to something else.

Within the three lecture hall classes I’ve
taken at Baruch, I’ve noticed that the attendance policy causes nothing but disturbance
and aggravation to both students and professors. This is not my way of saying the attendance policy should be removed completely,
because in an ordinary classroom of 15-25 students the policy does work. However, when
you look at a class the size of a lecture hall in
which people are leaving as soon as attendance
is taken, it disrupts the students who are trying
to listen, the professor teaching the lesson, and
in reality does not say much about the atten-

dance of students who stay for the actual class.
One might suggest that a solution to this problem is taking attendance toward the end of the
period, however, this will just lead to students
coming to class late and continuing this pattern
of disruption. I believe the best bet is to eliminate attendance policies in lecture halls, as the
students’ attendance will be reflected in their
work anyhow. Either way, the same students
will be missing the class — we might as well
remove the disruption!

Most women begin dreaming of their wedding
at a very young age. I know my friends have
always imagined their weddings. Some can’t wait
to get married and be housewives. Not me. Like all
the other Baruchians, I came here with entrepreneurial ambitions. Raising children was never part
of my dreams. As a teenager I despised the little
creeps I babysat, and dreamed of my career. First
an artist, then a doctor, a contractor (can you
believe a 12-year-old girl wanted to do that?) and
then finally decided I wanted to go into my own
business. Choosing a career was too small for me.
I wanted more, so from the beginning of high
school, I forgot all my old ambitions and said “I’m
going to be a successful business woman.”
Now here I am. I’m 20 years old, a junior, and
a marketing major. I’m very close to what I’ve
wanted and something happened. I’m not sure if I
really want this anymore. I didn’t just wake up and
change my mind—it happened in two steps. First I
fell in deeply in love. So in love that I actually have
imagined having little creeps of my own with him.

This is a big change. I went from hating anything
that couldn’t hold a mature conversation to saying
goo-goo gah-gah baby sounds and pointing my finger at their tiny little hands every time a baby in a
stroller passed by me at the mall.
Next came Dan Marchione’s article in the Nov.
22 issue of The Ticker. I don’t want to be like the
parents he described in his article. I’d like to be a
full-time housewife and mother. I want to take care
of the ones that I love. I don’t want a TV or a nanny
raising my children, especially one who thinks they
are little creeps that she cannot stand. I want to
watch my kid kick that soccer ball rather than be
absorbed in a novel.
I don’t regret coming to Baruch and learning
how to be a businesswoman even though now I
think I might not really need it to fulfill my dream.
I’m glad I’m here because I still plan to use my
education to make it in the business world. But
when I’m ready for a family, I know what I’ll have
to do.

Lecture hall attendance

I will love my little creeps

ADRIENNE RAYSKI

MARIA VITERBO
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Hollywood could learn a thing or two from Broadway

BY DAMON DAVIS
Contributing Writer

No one is saying anything, but I will.
Normally I reflect on situations in
Hollywood but for this piece its time head
east and hit the bright lights of Broadway.
Maybe you didn’t notice or you didn’t
care but on June 6, 2004, Phylicia Rashad
became the first black woman in the 58year history of the Tony awards to win the
award for Best Performance by a Leading
Actress, for her role as Lena Younger in
the play, “A Raisin in the Sun.” In fact,
while Phylicia’s accomplishment highlighted the evening, I must also note that
Audra McDonald won Best-Featured
actress (the equivalent to a supporting
actress), also for “Raisin in the Sun,” and
Anika Rose was the victor for Best
Performance by a Featured Actress in a
Musical for her role in “Caroline and/or
Change.” If Idina Menzel had not won
Leading Actress in a Musical for her role
as the Wicked Witch of the West in the
musical “Wicked,” Black women would
have made a clean sweep into history - but
hey, three out of four isn’t bad.
This brings me to a recent occurrence
on Broadway no less, which I found rather
interesting. On Oct. 15 , the producers of
“Bombay Dreams” announced that Tamyra
Gray, of “American Idol” fame, will be
performing the lead role of Priya (replacing Anisha Nagarajan) for a limited
engagement of 12 weeks.
For those who are not familiar with
“Bombay Dreams,” here’s the abbreviated
version. “Bombay Dream”s is a $14 million musical that debuted last April that is
set in Bombay, India, and features an AllIndian cast - well at least it did until Nov.
9.
Let me spell it out for you. Tamyra
Gray is not Indian - she’s black.
With $14 million in start-up costs (the
average Broadway show is about $5-$7
million) “Bombay Dreams,” without question, is an investment of monumental proportions and it would probably take at
least another year of performances before
the show breaks even. So while there
might be some underlying marketing ben-
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Tamyra Gray, of “American Idol” fame, will star in “Bombay Dreams.”
efits in the decision of the producers, I
would like to believe that Tamyra was
chosen for her talent.
Though, if I had a nickel for every time
Hollywood chose someone with an
emphasis on marketability over talent, my
bank account would be equivalent of the
lottery. Unfortunately, more often that not,
black women end up as the casualty in the
marketing food chain. Recent big-budget
urban-themed films, like “Drumline,”
“Love Don’t Cost a Thing,” “You Got
Served,” and “Honey” have featured black
male leads in interracial relationships,
including “Save the Last Dance,” the
highest-grossing ($97 million) urban,
teen-oriented film of all time.
Don’t get confused. This is about
opportunity, not about race, but unfortunately the two are married together and

Lost in the Magic of “Finding Neverland”
BY JOEL NEY
Staff Writer

“Asafe but sometimes chilly way of recalling the
past is to force open a crammed drawer,” J.M. Barrie
once wrote in a dedication about his play “Peter
Pan.” “If you are searching for anything in particular, you don't find it, but something falls out at the
back that is often more interesting.”
Likewise, the interesting period when the
Scottish-born dramatist Sir James Matthew Barrie
(1860-1937) was writing his most-famous work is
brought to attention in the new film “Finding
Neverland,” which enlightens us with the lesserknown events that provided Barrie's inspirations for
creating “Peter Pan.” Barrie completed “Peter Pan”
in 1904; at the time, the piece shared the alternate
title, “The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up.” This film
is based on the piece “The Man Who Was Peter
Pan,” by Alan Knee (who also wrote the upcoming
Broadway musical version of “Little Women”),
which shared “actual events” that occurred at this
time in Barrie's life, when he befriended a young
widow, Sylvia Davies (here exceptionally played by
Kate Winslet), and her four sons, Jack, George,
Michael and Peter.
The film itself is truly moving and showcases the
talents of really wonderful actors. Winslet is very

fortunate to have been featured in two films this year
(or rather, the films are very fortunate to have her)
that are unusually outstanding: “Finding Neverland”
and “The Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind.”
The casting director must have been raving and
ecstatic when they found 12-year-old Freddie
Highmore, the boy who plays Peter Davies, whose
ability to convey emotion onscreen is astounding - a
level higher than many of Hollywood's currently
famous child actors. It's always good to see the great
Dustin Hoffman (here playing theater owner Charles
Frohman), although his is noticeably the only character without a Scottish or British accent. I have little doubt that this film will have a presence at next
year's Academy Awards; Johnny Depp's performance is golden. At the Oscars, one can imagine what
the scheduled host Chris Rock will joke about this
film considering pop star Michael Jackson’s current
situation.
The film is rated PG and is quality cinema that
everyone can enjoy. The Saturday night screening I
attended quickly sold-out (with people filling up
even the most uncomfortable seats in the first row)
and when the film was over, pretty much all of my
fellow moviegoers were visibly moved.
“God gave us memory so that we might have
roses in December,” wrote Barrie in 1922. What a
fine film to remember a great writer by.

the justice of the peace happens to be the
marketing team. In theory, the most talented individual available should get the role
but that is not always the case. Maybe
Tamyra was truly the most talented actress
- available, she has to be, because if she
was as popular as the rest of her
“American Idol” counterparts, then her
debut album, “The Dreamer,” would not
have had such disappointing sales.
There are a more than a handful of
Indian actresses whom I’m sure would
have done the marquee some good, including names like Aishwarya Rai, Sarita
Choudury, Archie Punjabi, Mahima
Chowdhary, Biphasa Basu and Parminder
Nagra for starters.
Parminder Nagra has the highest profile because of her role in the 2002 hit
film, “Bend it like Beckham,” which

grossed more than $30 million. Since the
success of “Beckham,” Nagra has
appeared in two films and a recurring role
on ER. Her Caucasian/English counterpart, Keira Knightley, has since been or
slated to appear in no less 12 films. The
most notable was her role in “The Pirates
of the Caribbean.” Two versus 12. Doesn’t
sound very balanced does it?
In general, the opportunities for WOCs
(Women of color) pale in comparison to
their Caucasian counterparts because
(according to Hollywood) of the perception that the mainstream American audience is not ready for a full-time leading
lady of color. This is also tied to the perception of what society deems as desirable, marketable and what they are willing
to pay for. But when a role comes along
that places emphasis on a certain type of
ethnicity, it should be a blessing for that
particular ethnic group of actors because
in reality, credibility does figure into the
consciousness of the public, whether that
works for marketing or not is a whole
another story.
In that case then the same response
should apply to Tamyra and we should
accept her and let her talent stand on its
own merits. I figure since the industry has
been consciously pushing black women
out the frame, it’s refreshing to see the
shoe being placed on someone’s foot for a
change.
Not that I wouldn’t want to see any of
the aforementioned actresses given a highprofile project. As the Tony awards can
attest, there are so many talented actresses
of color out there who don’t receive their
fair share of stage and screen time. Since
the theater has traditionally been more
receptive to actors of color, maybe after
12 weeks Tamyra will be passing the spotlight to someone else. It’s unfortunate that
“Raisin in the Sun” and “Caroline and/or
Change” are no longer on Broadway, but
who knows? Maybe “Bombay Dreams” is
actually a Broadway blessing in disguise.
A spectacular show featuring some talented actresses you won’t find elsewhere.
It’s Tamyra Gray’s turn. You go girl!
Maybe Hollywood could learn something
from Broadway.

Vanessa Carlton improving, but
falls a bit flat with Harmonium
BY JENNIFER BLECHER
News Editor

When Vanessa Carlton and Michelle Branch
became popular, it was heralded as the new age of
honest, women musicians. Branch has since gone
on to such prestigious projects as posing for Maxim
and putting out rehashed, uninspiring albums.
Carlton, on the other hand, has apparently been
working on getting away from the pop-friendly “A
Thousand Miles,” and moving toward a more raw
sound.
Her sophomore effort, Harmonium, is much
improved from Be Not Nobody, but shows that the
songstress still has a ways to go. Carlton is a very
accomplished pianist, and her skills go to more use
than they did in the last album, with the use of more
dissonant chords and complicated piano lines. She
sounds best on tracks like “Papa,” and “She
Floats,” when the piano is allowed to go solo. The
relaxing tunes are nestled at the end of the album,
behind some more mildly overproduced ones.
Listening to this album, I often found myself
wanting Carlton to shut up and let her piano do the
talking, but she never does. Her voice is pleasant

enough, but she hasn’t figured out how to make it
compatible with the instrument. The closest she
comes are on “Annie,” a gorgeous song, and “C’est
la Vie,” which had me humming it for days.
Unfortunately, those aren’t the songs on the radio.
We get to listen to the more radio-friendly “White
Houses,” which doesn’t sound much like the rest of
the album.
When she figures out how to meld the two, the
resulting album will most likely join my other staples, like Fiona Apple and Tori Amos. Until then,
I’ll search for instrumental versions.But I’m looking forward to album No. 3.
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Farrell stars in “Alexander,” and conquers little on the big screen
BY ROBERT BENIMOFF
Staff Photographer

In the last two decades of Hollywood film,
Oliver Stone has become almost synonymous
with ‘epic.’ “Scarface,” “Platoon,” “Born on
the Fourth of July” and “J.F.K.” have all pushed
the limits in scope of a one volume film to
encompass months, years, and even decades of
a protagonist’s life. Weaving momentary, vividly detailed events into a coherent narrative worthy of the many, ranging emotional responses
to his films, seems to have been a priority for
Stone; except in the production of Alexander.
Perhaps that isn’t exactly a fair conclusion
since I haven’t recently read Stone’s mind. But
his latest attempt at the epic is at the least disjointed, and a cause of indifference toward the
accomplishments of the greatest conqueror in
Western history.
As if to foreshadow the momentum of the
film, Alexander begins with death; both with
the demise of the conqueror himself (Colin
Farrell), and next with the sluggish molasses
that is Old Ptolemy’s (Anthony Hopkins) banter. Ptolemy is the would-be historian of the
Hellenistic era, but inspires little confidence in
his ability for anything other than frivolous sensationalism. His monotonous, droning narrations (time for which comes from derailing the
forward momentum of the film), offer little of
an explanation as to what had happened during
the undocumented portions of the conqueror’s
life. When the film returns focus to Alexander,
Stone expects the audience to instantly engage
in the momentary drama; but when two or four
years have passed, everyone looks drastically
different, the natural landscape is of a different
climate, and again, the story has lost a substantial amount of momentum, the audience is
almost begged to enjoy the discourse.
After we get a better grip, and begin to relate
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Colin Farrell plays the role of Alexander in Warner Bros. latest film “Alexander”

to each particular scene however, Stone offers
at least the minimal amount of directing competence in most non-Ptolemy situations. After a
few brief childhood scenes (almost an extended, music-less montage), where the hero pro-

gresses from an emotionally abused basket
case, to a burgeoning gay lover, to the beasttaming pride of his drunkard dad the King,
Alexander becomes an adult. In a closely following scene we witness king Philip act like a

drunken fool a final time, as he disowns the
young prince and his soothsaying mother in
pursuit of a newer, younger family; then,
Ptolemy’s second appearance.
Next, and I do mean next we are told that
Philip is dead, Alexander is the new king, that
Alexander has mobilized his legendary
Macedonian army, and that he is about to battle
an outnumbering force of Persians. Thus the
second act begins. Within two scenes (one battle, one socio-political drama) Alexander is
ruler of all the land from Italy to India. But not
to worry, Alexander drags on for another hour
and change; the entire film is five minutes short
of three hours, but feels more like 175 millennia. Imagine how much you would care about
the conquest of one human, after being conscious for that amount of time - just to help you
understand what this film does for Hellenistic
era appreciation.
After absorbing the Persian empire in what
is displayed as one simple rout of totally inept
and worthless Mesopotamians (maybe Fox
News worked with stone), Alexander marches
the Greek machine across south Asia, marrying
himself and his men to non-Greeks. ‘The
Great’ himself acquires Rosario Dawson’s
character Roxane to have his heir. To show the
animalistic nature of the character, Roxane gets
completely naked for the audience.
Then the Greeks bumble around in India
almost pointlessly before engaging in the second of two battle scenes. To shed some color on
the battle, Stone does just that; he corrupts the
RGB of the film in favor of red. By any standard, this effect is executed magnificently, but
it is truly too little too late to redeem the overall value of the film. Before the ending,
Alexander returns to the Middle East and dies
again.
I give this movie two out of a possible five
Bearcats.

“Encore” - do we want more? Not really.

BY SANDRÓ LEMBERG
Contributing Writer

What happens when you are completely
bored, lost your motivation to rebel against society, or are just too rich to even try to care? You
are either middle-aged or Marshall Mathers,
a.k.a. Eminem, a.k.a. Slim Shady, a.k.a. I own
Shady Records and I can just produce hits for
everyone except for myself. Eminem’s latest
release, “Encore,” gives you that feeling. This is
not the same Eminem that “still didn’t give a
f*ck,” this is the Shady Records CEO Eminem
who seems at peace with himself and has
nobody to rebel against anymore.
Another immediate difference surfaces when
you first listen to the album. Eminem sings, it
seems, on almost every song. While that style
may have worked on select songs on previous
albums, it borders on irritating on this one. Once
again, this is not the same Eminem. Also gone
are the rebellion-inspiring beats. In fact there is
very little focus on the beats, (half of the songs
were produced by Dr. Dre, the other half by
Eminem himself) which forces Eminem’s lyrics
to carry the album. Most of the time Eminem’s
creativity shines through but without the support
of the anger-laced beats, it just gets lost in the
shuffle.
Eminem usually has a formula when it comes
to releasing the first single on his album. He
releases a song that embodies his “Slim Shady”
alter-ego, one who pokes fun at society and acts
like a child all the time. This time was no exception either. But even that was a mild disappointment. In the song, which is titled, “Just Lose It,”
Eminem makes fun of the usual suspects, most
notably Michael Jackson, yet the song as a
whole seems a little too forced as well.
There are of course some great songs on the
album. The most prominent one would be
“Mosh,” the video for which was released one
week before the presidential elections, and surprisingly presented a politically and socially

conscious Eminem. He blasts both Bush and
Osama Bin Laden, and with the pulsating beat
reminds people of the old Eminem classics that
inspired people to take action. However, we all
know how that turned out.
Other songs are just plain funny. Eminem is
infamous for supposedly being homophobic, so
he explores that topic in the song “Rain Man.”
He wonders aloud what really is homosexual,
including the lines “Is it gay, to play putt-putt
golf with a friend/ and watch his butt-butt when
he tees off.” In “Ass Like That,” Eminem
decides to imitate the only thing that pissed him
off - Triumph the Comic Insult Dog. Singing
about some of the top Hollywood celebrities,
most of them under age, Eminem reminds us
that while you can be infatuated with them, society will probably ridicule you and even seize
your computer.
The guest stars on the album are exactly
whom you expect: Dr. Dre, Eminem’s crew D12, and his discovery 50 Cent. Dr. Dre and 50
Cent with Eminem combine on the club banger
and the album’s title track “Encore.” The song
features the usual good beats by Dr. Dre, but is
once again very uncharacteristic of a typical
Eminem song and is something that needs getting used too, just like Eminem’s new image of
a 32-year-old rap mogul, who acted like he did
not even need to make this album. Looks like the
real Slim Shady finally sat down.
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BEARCAT PROWLINGS
DECEMBER 6, 2004

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Schedule

Strong Bearcats’ second half defense stops Rams in their tracks

Men’s Basketball
Tue., 12/7 at 7:30 P.M.
Baruch Vs. John Jay
@ Baruch
Thu. , 12/9 at 5 P.M.
Vs. CCNY
@ CCNY
Sat., 12/11 at 7 P.M.
Vs. College of New Jersey
@ Baruch

Women’s Basketball
Tue., 12/7 at 5:30 P.M.
Baruch Vs. John Jay
@ Baruch
Thu. , 12/9 at 7 P.M.
Vs. CCNY
@ CCNY
Tue., 12/11 at 2:15 P.M.
Vs. Kean
@ Baruch
Fri., 12/15 at 8:15 p.m.
Vs. NYU
@ NYU

Men’s and Women’s
Swimming
Fri., 12/3 at 4 P.M.
Baruch Vs. Queens
Baruch Vs. USMMA
@ Queens
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Baruch forward Sime Marnika slam dunks with helpless Farmingdale defenders looking on. Marnika was one of five Bearcats to finish the game scoring in double figures. The men’s basketball team co-captain finished the game with 12 points.

BY PHILLIP GONG
Sports Editor

It seemed that Baruch would be in
for a long and demanding second half
after their opponent, SUNYFarmingdale, battled them hard in the
first half. With a tenuous 39-38
advantage heading into the half, the
Bearcats would storm out of halftime
with greater defensive energy to blow
the game open for an eventual 89-68
victory over the visiting Rams.

Men’s Basketball Final
Baruch
89
SUNY-Farmingdale 68

The game started out with two
consecutive baskets by Baruch’s two
captains within the first minute.
Forward Sime Marnika (12 points and
6 rebounds) hit a field goal followed
by a three pointer by John Burzo (6
points) to give the Bearcats an early
5-0 advantage, but this lead would not

hold. Farmingdale kept the game
close with strong inside scoring from
their standout forward Kenny
McMillan. McMillan was able to
position himself deep within the paint
to score 11 points in the first half. The
Skyline Conference Player of the
Week (11/29) finished the game with
18 points and 19 rebounds. His strong
play helped give the Rams a 31-26
advantage with 6:20 left in the first
half.
Yet, Baruch retook the lead before
the half ended by going on a 13-7 run.
The Bearcats’ run was fueled by two
consecutive blocks and layups from
Cheick Fadika, who had 11 points in
the first half. Fadika would finish
with a double-double of 17 points and
11 rebounds as well as 5 blocked
shots.
Building off their momentum to
end the first half, Baruch exploded
out of the second half going on a 218 run to extend their one point, 39-38

halftime lead to a 14 point, 60-46
lead. This scoring burst came from
the guard positions with Louie Karis
(17 points) and Chris Alesi (15 points
and 10 assists) doing most of the damage. The starting backcourt connected
on several three pointers during this
stretch. The whole Baruch squad shot
well at an impressive 50-percent level
(15-30) in the second half.
The offense was a key factor in the
win, but the deciding one was their
strong second-half defense. After the
game, one of the first things Baruch
head coach Ray Rankis pointed to as
a reason for the win was strong
defense. “We kept them under 30,” he
noted. Indeed, the defensive intensity
was clearly felt by their Farmingdale
opponents. After shooting a decent
44.8 percent from the field in the first
half, the Rams shooting percentage
would drop to an abysmal 22.5 percent in the second part of the game.
According to Fadika, during halftime,

coach Rankis emphasized how the
team had come out of halftime the last
four games giving up a lot of points.
In their fifth game, the Bearcats made
sure this would not happen to them
again.
Coach Rankis gave praise to his
bench as well for the win. “We got
great hustle from Robi Davidson and
Chris O’Connor.” Though the final
stat sheet may not have shown this, O
‘Connor and Davidson tracked down
many loose balls.
After Baruch’s 21 point victory,
Fadika said, “We had a pretty good
game. It’s a good test to beat
Farmingdale.” Coming into the game,
Rankis knew playing Farmingdale
would be a challenge and they were
for the first half of the game. “We
knew they were good,” Rankis said,
but this year’s Baruch team made the
win look easy with their inspired play
in the second half.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Yeshiva gets blown out by 41 points on Baruch home court
BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief

Machli Joseph could not be more
ecstatic about the start to his collegiate head coaching career. In his first
three games as head coach, he led the
Bearcats to three wins on the ARC
floor, with an average margin for victory of 32.66 points coming in to
Wednesday night’s game against
Yeshiva University. Make that 34.75.

Women’s Basketball Final
Baruch
89
Yeshiva
48
The Baruch scoring juggernaut
exploded in the game’s remaining 23
minutes, outscoring YU 57-25 en
route to an 89-48 victory over the
Lady Macabees, totaling 70 or more
points in each of their first four
games.
Baruch (4-0) overcame early
shooting woes in the first half —
shooting 31 percent—stealing the ball
away from YU 30 times, scored 42

points off of turnovers, 17 of which
came in the first half.
“To win games by 35…it’s great,”
said Joseph. “It’s not about how much
we win by. Are we playing better
[than we were the last game]?”
Four Bearcats notched double figures led by Ally Stamatiades (21
points), Jessenia Marrero (17 points),
Racquel Reid (10 points, 13
rebounds) and Chiresse Paradise (18
points).
“We came out aggressive and our
advantage is defense and that is what
we play off of,” said Paradise.
Baruch took control early in the
first half, scoring 10 consecutive
points within a 1:17 span early in the
first half, to reach a 10 point that
would hold for the game. YU was
able to move within four points and
was only nine behind with 3:13
remaining before Baruch went on a
decisive 11-0 run to reach a 20 point
lead before half.
In the second half, the Bearcats
recaptured their shooting touch, hitting on 50 percent of their shots (20-

40) and building their lead to 41 by
the game’s conclusion.
Rivkie Pianko (13 points and 9
rebounds) and Lillian Almo (11
points) led the scoring for YU.
Joseph was pleased with his
team’s elevated performance against
Yeshiva, “We came out flat against St.
Elizabeth (an 82-52 win on Nov. 23),
he said. “We played hard.”
Following four games against four
non-conference teams, Baruch commenced their CUNYAC schedule at
Hunter College on Friday night (Dec.
3) against the Hawks. This Bearcat
team, exuding new energy looks to
knock off Hunter for the first time in
15 games, their last victory came in
1995.
“We played two tough teams in
scrimmages and our offense and
defense have been solid and we have
many solid players,” said guard Diane
Ramirez (8 points, 7 assists, 6 steals, 6
rebounds). “We should be ready.”
When Joseph hears the name
Hunter, his face lights up with a smile
“I love it. I am ready,” he said.
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Jessenia Marrero leads Baruch on one of Baruch’s many fast breaks of the night.
Marrero scored 17 points in the contest.
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Baruch preys upon St. Elizabeth after Burzo three pointer in OT clinches
poor opening half
win for Baruch against Yeshiva
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Jessenia Marrero goes for a contested layup against St. Elizabeth’s defender Susan Wisneski

BY JULIO DE LA CRUZ
Contributing Writer

Coming off their impressive Baruch Tip-Off
Tournament rout, the Bearcats women’s basketball team was back in action. The Bearcats beat a
struggling St. Elizabeth (N.J.) team 82-52, but the
final score wasn’t indicative on how the game
turned out.

Women’s Basketball Final
Baruch
82
St. Elizabeth 52
“All day long I heard rumors on how we were
going to blow out St. Elizabeth,” said Machli
Joseph, the Bearcats’ head coach. “We got caught
up on how bad St. Elizabeth lost their games by
30 and 40 points over the weekend.”
All the hype led to a mental collapse in the first
half.
Baruch came out sluggish and with no rhythm.
The Bearcats moved and had good ball distribution on offense, but just couldn’t execute. With
13:31 remaining in the half, Baruch was clinging
on to a modest five-point lead. Coach Joseph’s
body language showed the frustration of the poor
playing by his team. At this point he had enough.
The starters came out and the reserves were in.
With a much-needed spark, the Baruch bench
went on a 5-0 run and spread the lead to 16-6.
With 8:55 remaining in the first half, the starters
returned. Even after a long lecture on the bench
by the coach, the poor play continued. This led to
St. Elizabeth cutting the lead to 24-21. Led by a
determined Ally Stamatiades, who also had a
double-double and game-high 25 points and 12
assists, Baruch took control late in the first half.
This was the turning point of the game. Baruch
led at the halftime 35-21.
“Next time I am not going to give them a day
off after a blow out,” said Joseph, regarding the
teams’ poor first half performance. According to
several sources, Chiresse Paradise, the Most
Valuable Player of the weekend tournament and

Men’s Basketball

11/27- Men's Basketball Defeats Mount
Saint Vincent (102-80); Six Players
Score 14 or More Points in Victory
Robi Davidson scored 20 points (6-9 3FG)
to lead six players in double-digit scoring as
Baruch defeated the College of Mount Saint
Vincent on Saturday afternoon by the score of
102-80 in a non-conference home game in the
ARC Arena.
The high-scoring affair saw a total of 21
made three-pointers (Baruch 12) and each team
taking a total of 79 shots each.
Baruch (3-1) jumped out to an early 13-0
lead as the Mount missed their first 17 shots of
the game.
Baruch led by as many as 18-points and
entered the break leading 48-31 thanks to 45
percent (18-40) shooting.
Mount Saint Vincent (2-1) cut the deficit in
the second half to seven points (69-62) on a lay
up by James Mooney with 12:36 remaining, but
the Bearcats answered the run immediately
with three-pointers by Davidson and John

maybe Baruch’s best player, was late for warmups. This could explain why Baruch got to such
an awful start. “That’s what happens when you
take teams lightly and don’t warm-up properly,”
said Joseph.
To begin the second half, Baruch applied their
suffocating defense against St. Elizabeth. “It’s my
fault. We should have came out with our aggressive style of defensive since the beginning of the
game,” said Joseph. “That’s what’s been working
for us so far. I wanted to try something new, but
when players don’t perform what can I do?”
The Bearcats forced five straight turnovers and
the rout began. Whatever coach Joseph told his
team at halftime worked. St. Elizabeth’s freshman point guard Melissa Tolbert felt the
Bearcats’ pressure as she had a game-high 16
turnovers.
As Baruch continued to be physical on defense,
the offense came alive. As the old cliché says,
“defense wins championships.” Everyone got
involved in the offense. Baruch’s starting point
guard Diane Ramirez had a game-high 12 assists,
of which eight were dished out in the second half.
Ramirez continuously put pressure on St.
Elizabeth’s defense by pushing the ball up the
court quickly and finding Stamatiades, the player
of the game, often.
“Basketball is a game of two halves,” said
Baruch starting forward Jessenia Marrero, who
also contributed with 22 points. The Bearcats
were lights out in the second half shooting (2247) 46.8 percent from the field and perfect from
the free-throw line (2-2).
“The first half was embarrassing and we knew
that we needed to turn up the intensity and
focus,” said Stamatiades. With their tenacious
defense and sizzling shooting in the second half,
Baruch went on a 39-8 run during the final 10:32
to end the game.
“I think this should teach them a lesson on staying focused,” said Joseph. “Tonight St. Elizabeth
outworked us, but we were the more talented
team.”
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Bearcat John Burzo’s lets go of the game winning three-pointer in overtime over the outstretched arms
of Yeshiva defender Rafi Halpert.

BY LEO SHVARTSMAN
Executive Editor

With a 14 point lead and the minutes winding
down in the second half, the Bearcats still found a
way to make their home opener an interesting one,
against a winless Yeshiva Maccabees team.

Men’s Basketball Final OT
Baruch
68
Yeshiva
64
Strong inside play and clutch shooting sealed
the come-from-behind victory for Baruch in a 6864 overtime victory at the ARC Arena. Chris
O’Connor hit two clutch free throws with 10.9 seconds left in the overtime period to put the game out
of reach for the home team.
“Chris O’Connor has been like that for a long
time,” said Head Coach Ray Rankis.
Momentum swung back and forth in the second
half as Baruch’s strong inside play and tricky passing around the horn were countered by a shooter’s
touch from the Maccabee’s Ian Ribald, who finished with seven three-point baskets and a game
high 24 points.
“We came here to win the game,” said Yeshiva
Head Coach Jonathan Halpert. “Momentum was as
good as the last play.”
As they blew a double digit lead late in the second half, Baruch may have felt deflated, but they
never lost confidence.
“We never thought we’de lose the game,” said
Senior Guard John Burzo. “That’s the good thing.”
Burzo hit a big three point shot in overtime that

Baruch Sports Briefs

Burzo (17 points, seven rebounds, nine assists)
to help put the game away.
Baruch received terrific support all afternoon from Cheick Fadika (15 points, 14
rebounds), Louie Karis (15 points, 6-7 FG),
Sime Marnika (14 points, 13 rebounds), and
Chris Alesi (14 points, six assists).
Mooney led the Mount with 21 points and
Greg Casey added 14 points.
11/20- Late New Jersey City Rally Tops
Baruch (82-71) in Championship Game
of Gothic Knight Tip-Off Tournament

New Jersey City University used a furious
rally to outscore Baruch in the second half, 5737, to go on to win the Championship Game of
the Gothic Knight Tip-Off Tournament in
Jersey City by the score of 82-71.
Baruch jumped out early to a big lead, 18-1,
and led most of the way until fouls and 13-second half points off the bench by substitute
Christopher Kates brought the upset bid against
one of the region's stronger basketball schools
to an abrupt end.

The game was tied at 64 with 4:36 remaining, but the Gothic Knights (2-0) went on a 100 run for their biggest lead of the game.
Baruch (1-1) managed to get as close as 7469 with 1:22 left, but the hosts connected on
their free throws to clinch the championship
trophy.
Chris Alesi (17 points, six assists, three
steals) and Cheick Fadika (eight points, 11
rebounds, four blocks) were named to the AllTournament Team for their fine efforts on
Friday & Saturday night of the tournament.
Louis Karis scored 15 points and Sime
Marnika added 12 points and 10 rebounds.

11/19- Cheick Fadika (18 pts, 13 rbs)
Powers Baruch Past Arcadia (68-42)
Baruch opened their 2004-'05 season in a
big way with a 68-42 win over Arcadia of
Pennsylvania in the opening round of the
Gothic Knight Tip Off Tournament hosted by
New Jersey City University on Friday night.
Baruch led from start to finish and opened
the second half with an 18-2 run to build a comfortable 45-21 lead.

put Baruch up two and set the game up for
O’Connor’s two free throws. He finished with 12
points, on 4 for 12 shooting from the field, to go
along with his 5 assists Baruch started sluggish and
were trailing for most of the first half, as they shot
just 36.4 percent from the field in the period. The
team was down five with just under three minutes
to go in the first before they went on an 11-2 run, to
go into halftime with a four point lead. Chris Alesi
scored the last five points for Baruch going into the
half, including a three pointer with just nine seconds
left on the clock.
Alesi started alongside Burzo in the backcourt
as he finished with a team high 10 assists. The pair
had just two turnovers to go along with their 15
combined assists. Their passing made up for their
poor shooting night as the two went a combined (623) from the field.
Baruch finished with four players in double digits. Senior forward Sime Marnika and Sophomore
forward Cheick Fadika both finished with double
doubles. Both scored 14 in the game. Senior Guard
Louie Karis finished with a team high 15 points on
(7-14) shooting from the field.
The team is still jelling in the early stages of the
season as some team members are still trying to get
into a rhythm.
“Some of the guy’s don’t play as well as we
know they can,” said Rankis.
Even though the team is not yet playing up to
it’s capabilities pulling out a victory over Yeshiva in
overtime must have been important for Baruch.
“It was a good win,” said Junior Forward Anwar
Baptiste. “Good to get as many wins as we can in
the beginning [of the season].”

Baru

They held Arcadia to 23-percent shooting
(16-69) and one three-pointer in 24 attempts.
Cheick Fadika, a member of last year's
CUNYAC All-Rookie Team, scored 18 points,
13 rebounds, three block shots, and two steals.
Robi Davidson scored 14 points on four-ofseven shooting from three-point range, while
Division I Binghamton University transfer
Louie Karis added nine points.
Baruch will face New Jersey City
University on Saturday night in the
Championship Game scheduled for 8:00p.m.
New Jersey City University defeated City
Tech by the score of 79-72.
* All information in “Baruch Sports
Briefs” is provided by Baruch Sports
Information and the Baruch College
Intercollegiate Athletics website at
baruch.cuny.edu/athletics.

Compiled By: PHILLIP GONG
Sports Editor
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Sime Marnika’s basketball diary- A look into the start of the 2004-2005 men’s basketball season
BY SIME MARNIKA
Staff Writer

Let me just start this article by introducing
myself. My name is Sime Marnika and I am the
captain of the basketball team and the starting
power forward. If you want to actually identify
me I am a tall white blond boy whom you can
see hanging out in the cafeteria or upstairs in
USG. Anyway the basketball season has finally
begun and in my fourth and final year on the
team I believe that this year will be the year that
we finally bring the CUNY championship
home to Baruch.
We started the season in the New Jersey
City University tournament. This was a nice
way to start off the season because the tourna-

ment was made up of teams that aren’t in our
conference and that we usually wouldn’t play.
Our first game was against Arcadia from
Pennsylvania. Those boys could not shoot at
all. Basically our defense shut them down and
we were able to win by about 20. We then
advanced to the championship game of the
tournament and we played Jersey City. We
started off the game hot and playing crazy
defense. We were up about the whole game
until the final ten minutes. That’s when we just
collapsed. Our offense became erratic and our
defense was even worse, so we lost by 11
points. We should have won that game, but in a
way I guess it was good that we lost because we
see now that we have to work so much harder
in practice to be a great team come playoff
time. I just have to give a shout out to Cheick

Fadika and Chris Alesi because they were both
players that had potential, but they finally
turned that potential into results and that’s why
they deserved to be put on the Jersey City tournament all-tournament team.
Recently we had a few games up against
non-conference teams and we looked good in
those games. After the Jersey City tournament
we played Yeshiva. They had a few good players who could shoot, but they had no bench and
no guards. With all of that said they still lit us
up from three-point range and they took the
game to overtime. In OT we finally started to
play smart basketball and we pulled the game
out with a four-point victory. Then we played
Mt. St. Vincent and Farmingdale State, both of
which are from the Skyline Conference. Mt. St
Vincent was terrible, we did basically whatever

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S SWIMMING

Bearcats’ swim team: Close to winning

we wanted against them and we ended scoring
over 100 points against them. Then we played
SUNY Farmingdale. They were strong down
low and they played us real tough in the first
half. In the second half we got our defense up
and just stopped them completely. We turned a
one-point halftime lead to a 21-point victory.
As far as for myself I am playing pretty
well. I had three double doubles out of five
games. My game is getting better after each
practice. Honestly though, I just want to win. I
mean with this being my final year, I just want
this year’s team to be remembered as the best
Baruch team ever. So my goal is to break the
school record for wins, which is 25 games, and
to win the CUNY title.

Bearcats win Baruch Tip-Off
Tournament with two straight wins
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Baruch swimmer Eugene Leychenko poses in the pool at the November 18th meet versus CSI.

BY MARY GRACE TORRES
Staff Writer

On Nov. 18, Baruch’s swim team lost a tight
competition against the College of Staten
Island: women 91-100 and men 87-116. The
meet began with Baruch winning both the men
and women’s medley relay, and Nauzo Zulaihat
and Tony Zhang both finishing first in the 200
IM.
Everything was going fine for the Bearcats
until CSI began taking second, third and fourth
places in every event. The way scores are distributed in swim meets are 9-4-3-2-1-0 for individual events, and 11-4-2 in relays. Therefore,
in the Bearcats’ case, even though they were
winning first in almost every event, CSI managed to out-score Baruch by having more
swimmers per event, and winning all the other
places.
“If we win first that is nine and if they get
second, third, fourth, that is also nine. We need
that one point for fifth to 10-9,” commented

Baruch’s new swimming head coach Bruce
Semer. In the 100m fly, Bearcats’ Cynthia
Gonzalez finished first, but CSI’s swimmers:
G. Troise, J. Szenes, and A. Jaoui finished in
second, third, and fourth tying the score to 9-9.
Another disadvantage Baruch faced was
their lack of swimmers; CSI had 3-4 swimmers
in events where Baruch could only have one
because most of Baruch’s swimmers had more
than two events to swim per meet, which could
be a total drain of energy. “I could still recruit
some more swimmers, but it is getting late in
the season to do the drills, so we need some
experience at this point,” Semer explained.
Despite the drawbacks, the team improved:
Zhang defeated Vlad Fedosseev, last season's
CUNYAC swimming championship MVP, in
the 200m IM. Zhang and Joyce Hsu both finished the 100m back in second place. Brian
Llido and Kaitlyn Conlan finished second in
the 50m free, while long-distance swimmer
Joel Abreu finished third, and Connie Lin second in the 800m free.

CALLING ALL BARUCH BEARCAT FANS!
12/7/04- Pep Rally and Faculty and Staff Appreciation Night

What: Undergraduate Student Government (USG), the Athletic Department, and student club

Hip Hop 201 are working together to host a pep rally for the basketball doubleheader against

John Jay College scheduled for next Tuesday, December 7. The pep rally will feature a live DJ,
games, prize giveaways, and free food & t-shirts. The college community's faculty & staff are
all invited to the basketball games to help support the student-athletes in their rivalry against

John Jay. Free food and t-shirts will be waiting at the door for the attending faculty/staff, and

two members will be chosen from the crowd during each game to sit on the team bench for an
up close view of exciting intercollegiate action.

Where: The festivities will begin with a student pep rally in the Athletic & Recreation
Center'sAuxiliary Gym (B2 Level) from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

When: The pep rally will start at 12:30, while the City University of New York Athletic

Conference (CUNYAC) basketball doubleheader against John Jay will start at 5:30 p.m. with
the women's game first, followed by the men at 7:30 p.m.

Men's Volleyball Tryouts

Date: Sunday, January 9, 2005
Time: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Where: Main Gym, B2 Level, VC Building
Contact: Head Coach, Justin Stack, just3cdk@hotmail.com
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Tournament MVP Chiresse Paradise scores 2 of her 23 points against Gallaudet in the championship
game.

BY JONATHAN PEROZO
Contributung Writer

In the game of basketball you don’t only need the
talent, the athletic prowess, but you need to know
how to work as a team because basketball isn’t all
one on ones being a team player is a vital part of a
creating a unit that can be successful. This team concept was played out to the tee when it comes to the
women’s basketball team, with aggressive defense
and a fast pace, efficient offense Baruch women’s
basketball team had a tip-off to remember.
Baruch Tip-Off Tournament Semifinals

Baruch
Lesley

74
37

In the first round of the Baruch Women’s
Basketball Tip-Off Tournament, the women’s team
faced Lesley College, and it was a rout from the
beginning. From the start of the game, it was a quick
10-4 run for Baruch. However, Lesley fought back
and tied the score making at 10. Once tied, the
women’s team went into overdrive, scoring at will till
the end of the half. Baruch went on a 28-8 run, ending the half with Baruch leading 38-18. The women’s
team shot 43.6 percent from the field in a first half of
domination.
The second half saw the team scrambling for
every point, evenly balance hitting jumpers back and
forth resulting in no change in deficit with a score of
53-33. At 5:05 the substitutes went in for the final five
minutes and finished with a 21-4 run, ending the
game 74-37. Leading scorers for the Bearcats were
Jessenia Marrero, who last year was the team’s leading scorer with 17 points per game, and freshman
Chiresse Paradise from Chicago, each scoring 17
points. However, the offense was outdone by the
defense, which did not allow one person over double
digits, Lesley’s leading scorer was Kristin King with
8 points and their total score did not surpass the first
half score of Baruch’s. Domination is the best word
for the game and hopefully with the momentum from
Nov. 20 they could over take Gallaudet University
who beat Potsdam by 70-57.

Baruch Tip-Off Tournament Finals

Baruch
Gallaudet

78
47

Facing head to head in the finals of the tip-off
were two teams that had over-matched their opponents a day earlier, Baruch wanting to finally win
their own tip-off after the last two years of finals disappointment and Gallaudet trying to be the spoiler
and continue Baruch’s tip-off woes. But this day
Baruch outplayed the solid Gallaudet team. After two
minutes of effective defense and no points scored,
Baruch launched an offensive assault having a 14-4
run. After making it 16-7, Baruch surged to a 6-2 run.
Gallaudet University, trying to come back, made a
surge of their own and slashed the deficit from 13 to
7, but to no avail. As quickly as Gallaudet made runs,
Baruch answered just as quickly and increased the
lead to 17, ending the half leading 41-24. Defense
was the story once again, with the women’s team
causing 18 turnovers. In the second half, Baruch
maintained the lead and won their own tip-off against
Gallaudet 78-47, with the help of tournament MVP
Chiresse Paradise, who scored 23 points, and senior
Christine Klusko, who had 12 points and 9 rebounds.
After the game Paradise discussed the first two
games of her collegiate career, saying, “I didn’t think
that this is the way I was going to start off, but I’m
glad it did.” Being such a strong presence in the first
two games, expect to see a lot more from this freshman in the future.
These two days in November are what we are
going to have to expect, not from just Paradise but by
the whole team, who played extremely well and
seemed to gel together in unbelievable fashion, stifling defense the key to their success. With key acquisitions and a bench that is very solid, this team can be
a contender. However, to go even further, coach
Machli Joseph said, “Our expectations are very high,
no lower than a CUNY Championship. Play to get to
the finals and then we will try and take it from there.”

